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       Guiding Thoughts — 

A Pastor’s Ponderings 

CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!  By 

the time you read this article it will likely be Holy 

Week and we will be anticipating celebrating 

Easter, the day our Lord conquered death and rose 

from the tomb.  This is a very odd year, for rarely 

do we have this mashup of secular and sacred 

holidays.  It started with Ash Wednesday, which 

was on February 14
th

 this year, Valentine’s Day.  

And while we think of that day as a day of hearts 

and flowers (and chocolate candy!), there was an 

actual St. Valentine who defied the Roman emperor 

and married couples when it was forbidden.  Then, 

to top it off, Easter this year falls on April 1
st
.  You 

have to wonder, what does this mean.  We think of 

that day as a day for practical jokes, did God play 

one on us? 

My answer to that would be a yes and a no.  It is not 

a joke, but it is shocking, surprising—whatever 

word you want to use that though Jesus died he 

lives.  A few years ago, a person talked to me and 

said, I don’t know if I can believe in the 

resurrection.  As we talked I realized that the view 

this person had of the resurrection was like a 

glorious, special resuscitation.  But it is more than 

that.  If Jesus was simply resuscitated then we could 

say that he was just in a coma or something like 

that, yes this is a miracle, but it happens at times.  If 

Jesus was simply resuscitated, then he would live 

out his life and die a few years later. If Jesus was 

simply resuscitated, then he would have been to 

identify.  Yet all around him—Mary, the disciples, 
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those on the road to Emmaus—don’t recognize who he is once he 

has been raised from the dead.  This is what being resurrected 

means, that Jesus was transformed, changed, became something 

new.  And we who are joined with him in a resurrection like his, 

will be transformed.  But until our time comes we live in this 

world.  So, what does it mean to celebrate Easter in the here and 

now? 

First off, too often we act as if Easter comes only once a year.  And 

that is true and not true.  Let me explain.  The third commandment, 

do you remember what it says?  Remember the Sabbath day to 

keep it holy.  The Sabbath day is the seventh day, a day of rest.  

But the seventh day of the week is Saturday.  So, why we go to 

church on Sunday and not Saturday?  I ask this of my confirmation 

class every year.  Do remember the answer?  We go on Sunday 

because Jesus’ resurrection changed our world and our life.  Jesus 

rose on the first day of the week, and so we gather on the first day, 

every week to celebrate his resurrection.  Every Sunday is a little 

Easter. 

That is why we are Easter people.  We live on this side of the 

resurrection.  We know Christ rose from the dead, we know what 

God did for us.  Death is no longer the final word.  We are Christ’s 

children, joined with him through Baptism into a death like his and 

so we are promised that we will also be join with him in a 

resurrection like his.  Easter is a beginning, it announces that there 

is new life, new possibilities.  That is why it is appropriate that 

Easter Sunday is a spring celebration.  Spring is a time when the 

earth renews itself.  When what was dead begins to bloom.  Just 

the other day, I saw the first signs of spring, my crocuses are in 

bloom, soon my daffodils will poke their heads above the ground.  

All those plants that died last fall, will suddenly spring into life in 

the purples, greens, yellows, pinks that we associate with this 

season. 

But Easter is more than just a Sunday in spring when we go with 

the women to view the empty tomb.  Easter has transformed us.  

Easter creates a new people, people who know the amazing love 

that God has for us.  Easter is with us each Sunday of the year that 
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we meet to give thanks to God for the gift of salvation given us 

through Christ’s death and resurrection. 

Easter is with us when we feel caught in impossible situations.  

Then it whispers to us that we are not alone or abandoned by God.  

Easter is with us when we are discouraged by the inhumanity of 

the world and our efforts to change it.  Then it reminds us that 

God’s love will prevail, the world’s so-called wisdom is not the 

last word.  Easter is with us when we face death or separation.  

Then it comforts us with the promise of life eternal. 

So, this year, as we continue in the Easter season, let us remember 

that we are an Easter people and let us keep Easter each and every 

Sunday of the year. 

Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed! 
Sing Alleluia! 
Pastor Shirley  

 

Maundy Thursday Holy Communion Worship Service  

Thursday, March 29 - 7:30 pm 

Good Friday Worship Service 

Friday, March 30 - 7:30 pm 

Easter Sunrise Holy Communion Worship Service  

Sunday April 1 - 6:30 am at St. Paul’s Cemetery 

Easter Holy Communion Worship Services 

Sunday April 1 - 8:15 and 10:45 am 

There will be a time for fellowship in between the 8:15 and 10:45 

worship services on Easter Sunday. Coffee, tea, pastry, and other 

refreshments will be served. No tickets are required this year. A free 

will offering will be collected. All are invited to join us for this time 

of fellowship. 
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Church Family News 

Victoria June Nice arrived on March 1
st
!!  She "blew" 

in with the winds of the Nor'easter named Riley-which 

happens to be her daddy's name!!!  She is the daughter 

of Riley and Tracy (Ryan) Nice and the granddaughter 

of Sara and Jim Ryan and the little sister of Rosa 

Nice!  All are doing well! 

You are invited to pray for the families and friends of… 
 

Paul Franke, who died on February 21, 2018 

Patty Duffy, who died on February 24, 2018 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, I would like to thank the Prayer Shawl Ministry for 

the nice shawl. Just what I needed to keep me warm. Thank you 

for the beautiful flower and visitors, which I’m always happy to 

see. God’s Blessing to all at St. Paul’s 

Jean Bergey 

Dear St. Paul’s, Thank you so much for the Walmart cards you 

sent totaling $137.92. We had a family whose house recently 

burned to the ground and they were desperately in need of just 

about everything, so this gift was certainly a God send! Thank you 

so much for thinking of us! 

Susan Sutherland, Rocky Boy 

Reminder!: Please remember that if you have 

any changes to your address, home phone number, 

cell phone number, email address, etc., please let 

Ashley in the church office know so that we can 

continue to keep our church records as up to date as 

possible.  
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We are looking for a female delegate to attend this year’s SEPA 

Assembly on Friday May 4
th

 and Saturday May 5
th 

(until noon)
 
at 

Franconia Mennonite Church in Telford. This year the synod will 

be electing a new Bishop. As per synod guidelines each church 

will have a female and male lay delegate who will have voting 

rights for this year’s election. If you are a member of St. Paul’s and 

interested in representing the church please reach out to Jim 

McMichael or Pastor Shirley. 
 

Income and Expenses for 2018 
 

Month Offering* Expenses Difference Transfers** 

January $29,431.53 $35,101.94 -$5,670.41 $0.00 

February $26,453.25 $29,963.44 -$3,510.19 $0.00 

March     

April     

May     

June     

July     

August     

September     

October     

November     

December     

Total $55,884.78 $65,065.38 -$9,180.60 $0.00 

*Offering includes: Current, Benevolence, Building and Special 

**Subsidized from Capital Reserve and Other Sources 

Adult Forum 
The Adult Forum meets on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the Parlor. 

The Adult Forum Class is open to adults of all ages. The schedule 

for February is as follows: 

 April 1: Easter Sunday (no class) 

 April 8: Rick Steve’s European Easter 

 April 15: Rick Steve’s European Easter 

 April 22: Earth Day Event 

 April 29: Hallelujah Amen – The World of Sacred Music 
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Camp counselors from Bear Creek Camp will visit us Sunday, 

April 8.  They will lead Children's Ministry that morning and share 

about their ministry during morning announcements.  Bear Creek 

Camp, a ministry of the SEPA and NEPA synods of the ELCA, is 

located on 3000 beautiful acres in the Poconos.  Their goal is to 

provide experiential learning for campers to incorporate into their 

daily lives, helping them grow into a well-rounded follower of 

Christ.  Special offering envelopes will be available that morning 

for you to make a special donation to their ministry. 

"The Road to Damascus"  

Easter Walks 
It's finally SPRING!! Let's go for a walk!  

Wednesdays during Easter starting at 10:00 am 

April 4, 11, 18 & 25, May 2 & 9 

Weekly walks along the Harleysville bike 

path,  accompanied by discussions of Acts 7-9 

On April 4 & 11 we will meet under the 

pavilion at Alvin C. Alderfer Park located at 

420 Oak Drive in Harleysville. 

"Now, as Saul was walking along and 

approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 

heaven flashed around him." Act 9:3 
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The SPIFFY’s, St. Paul's Intelligent Fun-Filled Youth, will be 

going to Freddy Hill Farms on Sunday, April 22 from 3:00 – 5:00 

pm.  SPIFFY's is open to youth in grades four through six AND 

their friends.  We will leave the church parking lot at 2:30pm and 

return around 5:30pm.  Cost will be for a round of golf and ice 

cream following. 

It’s time to register for  

Bear Creek Summer Camp! 

The theme for this year is “This Changes Everything.” (based on 

Ephesians 2:8). All youth in the congregation grades 1-12 are 

encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity to “Explore, 

celebrate and grow in God’s creation!” See Janet Lincoln for an 

Ambassador's Discount Coupon.  There are many other discounts 

and scholarships available to make this opportunity available for 

all.  Check out the display on the bulletin board between the library 

and Parlor, go to www.bearcreekcamp.org or see Janet Lincoln, 

our Bear Creek Camp Ambassador, for more information. 

PS. Do you or your child get anxious about the thought of them 

being away from home without you?  Why not try Family Camp 

this year! A week is too long?  There are also family weekend 

sessions offered Memorial and Labor Day weekends! Reminder- 

cabins instead of tents, and no meal preparation or cleanup! 

http://www.bearcreekcamp.org/
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Bear Creek Camp Calendar of Events 
 April 28 Bear Creek Camp Gala, Campfires & Cocktails- 

Homewood Suites in Center Valley 

 May 12  Spring Work Day 

 May 25-28  Memorial Day Family Camp 

 June 17 - Aug. 11  Summer Camp (7 

Sessions plus 1 Session Family Week) 

 July 1-6  Summer Family Camp 

 Aug. 31-Sept. 3  Labor Day Family Camp 

 Sept. 28-30  Women’s Retreat 

 Oct. 7-8  Columbus Day Confirmation Camp 

For more information or to register visit www.bearcreekcamp.org, 

or contact Janet Lincoln, St. Paul’s Ambassador, at (215)208-5836 

St. Paul's Vibrant Faith "Dream Team" 

Creating and breathing new life into our young-adult and 

adult faith formation opportunities 

It's time to be bold & courageous!  Let's think out-of-the-box! 

What fresh, vibrant and spirit-filled ideas can we think of to help 

us grow in our personal relationship with Christ?  

Come, share your dreams, thoughts & ideas! 

Our Director of Christian Education, 

Marian Henry, invites you to attend ONE 

of the following brainstorming sessions in 

the Fellowship Hall: 

Thursday, April 5 at 7:00 pm 

Sunday, April 8 at 9:45am 
 

Interested, but can't make it to either of those? Then email Marian 

at dce@stpaulstelford.org or call her at the office. 

"For such a time as this."  It's time. 

http://www.bearcreekcamp.org/
mailto:dce@stpaulstelford.org
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St. Paul’s Green Team 

Environmental Ministry 

Scrap Metal 

Recycling Event 
Saturday, April 7, 2018 

8:00 am – 12:00 noon in St. Paul’s Parking Lot 

Drop off these items free of charge: All scrap metal including steel, 

iron, brass, copper, aluminum, and products such as lawn mowers, 

benches, bicycles, washers, dryers, water heaters, swing sets, car 

batteries, radiators, insulated wire, Christmas/holiday light sets, and 

much more! We are also taking refrigerators and freezers, room air 

conditioners and dehumidifiers free of charge! AND we are also 

collecting used printer ink cartridges! 

Please do NOT bring: Tin cans, paint cans, vacuums, microwaves, 

hazardous material, or electronics. 

 
 

All Senior Events are open to everyone; members, friends, 

neighbors, and people of all ages. 

Tuesday, March 13: Mike Jesberger gave a fascinating talk about the 

Revolutionary War in our very own Bucks and Montgomery 

Counties. 

Tuesday April 24 (April 25 as a rain date if 

necessary):  We will depart from St. Paul’s at 9:30AM 

for a tour of Ott’s Exotic Plants and Greenhouse in 

Schwenksville.  After our tour, there will be time to 

just look around and absorb the delights of spring or 

make some purchases and take some delights of spring 

home with you.  On the way home, we will be 

stopping for lunch at Moccia’s Train Stop, also in 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.citycentrebaptist.ca/Content/11116/Seniors Ministry image2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.citycentrebaptist.ca/ministry.aspx?ministry_id%3D318335%26site_id%3D11116&h=250&w=945&tbnid=mmxzKsqgKU8LqM:&docid=cyUw7WG8b_BMhM&ei=1UyYVpGsM4vf-QHxhKXoCg&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjR6qfT1qrKAhWLbz4KHXFCCa0QMwhgKDwwPA
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Schwenksville. Please sign up on the poster on the Senior Ministry 

Board in the Narthex and advise if you would be willing to drive.  

Tuesday May 22 7:00 PM: We will begin with a pot luck desert 

followed by a talk by Bernie Enright on the Women in the lives of 

Washington and Jefferson. Bernie in his post retirement serves as a 

Volunteer Guide with the National Park Service assigned to the 

Germantown White House, home to President George Washington 

for two periods in 1793 and 1794 while Philadelphia was the nation’s 

capital.  Please bring a small desert, enough for 4 people. Coffee and 

tea will be served.   

June:  This event has not been finalized as yet, so keep watch for 

details.  

ALL senior events are open to all,  

young, old, members, friends, EVERYONE 

Bible Study and lunch, led by Pastor John Huber, 

takes place the third Thursday of every month from 

noon to 1:30 PM, come and join us in Christian 

Fellowship for this informal time to reflect, discuss 

and learn. Bring your own sandwich; beverages are 

provided. The Bible Study meets year around. See you on April 19, 

2018.  The bible verses to be studied are printed in the Senior 

Ministry Brochure; copies can be found in the brochure rack in the 

narthex.   

Ellie Landis, 
Senior Reporter 

St. Paul’s Women’s 

Book Club 

Where The Light Falls 

By Alison Pataki and Owen Pataki 

April 16, 2018 

7:00 P.M.   in the Parlor 

All are welcome to attend! 

Bring a friend! 

Contact: Doreen Hansen 215-453-0566 doug.hansen@verizon.net 

A rich and sweeping novel of courage, duty, sacrifice, and love set 

during the French Revolution. Three years after the storming of the 

mailto:doug.hansen@verizon.net
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Bastille, the streets of Paris are roiling with revolution. The citizens of 

France are enlivened by the ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity. 

The monarchy of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette has been 

dismantled—with the help of the guillotine—and a new nation is 

rising in its place. Jean-Luc, an idealistic young lawyer, moves his 

wife and their infant son from a comfortable life in Marseille to Paris, 

in the hopes of joining the cause. André, the son of a denounced 

nobleman, has evaded execution by joining the new French army. 

Sophie, a young aristocratic widow, embarks on her own fight for 

independence against her powerful, vindictive uncle.  

Mark your calendars! 

July 16th- Trophy Son 

 

As we celebrate the fifty days of Easter, we will be singing the first 

verse of the hymn “This Joyful Eastertide” each week. It will be sung 

as the Gospel Acclamation – the sung response before the Gospel is 
proclaimed. 

This tune comes from a popular 17th century Dutch melody. This 

joyous Easter text was written by George R. Woodward (1848-1934). 

Woodward, an Anglican priest, wrote it for this exuberant time. It was 
first published in 1894. 

May the final lines of the refrain stay with you throughout the fifty 

days and each Sunday when we remember Jesus’ victory over death 
and the promise of eternal life for us. 

“But now has Christ Arisen! Alleluia!” 

Hymn Lover, 

Gayle King 
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Church Council  

Contact Information  

Church Officers 

Jim McMichael, President     267-885-8026 

Doug Hansen, Vice President     215-453-0566 

Kathy Cassel, Treasurer     215-896-7747 

Wayne Young, Council Secretary     610-287-8897 

Committee Chairpersons 

Cemetery 

Scott March - 267-357-2597 

Christian Education 

Brittney Jones - 484-363-1061 

Evangelism 

Deb Bitner - 267-664-0039 

Fellowship 

Jim Neely - 267-374-4414 

Finance 

Kathy Cassel - 215-896-7747 

 

 

Property 

Tim Blank - 267-446-7442 

Social Ministry 

Barbara Mandato - 215-460-5473 

Stewardship 

Denny Detweiler - 215-234-4884 

Worship and Music 

Wayne Young - 610-287-8897 

Youth 

Jim Minninger III - 215-390-0154 

 

TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY:   

If you or someone you know needs a ride to church or 

for local medical appointments, please contact:  

 Sara Johnson (215-723-8497)  

or Ruth Sommers (215-723-5771) 
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VOLUNTEERS SERVING IN APRIL 2018 

ACOLYTES 

April 1: 8:15 am - *            10:45 am – Lauren Leibensperger and 

                                                                 Austin Farrington 

April 8: 8:15 am - *            10:45 am – * 

April 15: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am – * 

April 22: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am – Jordan Hange 

April 29: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am – * 

*Volunteers needed!    

ALTAR GUILD 

Claire Favorin (co-captain), Marie Cassel (co-captain), Pat 

Hammer, Jeanette Johnson, Karen Money 

ASSISTING MINISTER’S SCHEDULE 

 8:15 am     10:45 am 

April 1  Jim Hurley  Ashley Bromley 

April 8  Joan Votta  Dawn Krown 

April 15  Joan Votta  Bill Cressman 

April 22  Gail Wellington Wayne Young 

April 29  Denny Detweiler Wayne Young 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

April 1 – Easter Sunday 

8:15 am: Jim McMichael and Denny Detweiler 

10:45 am: Doreen Hansen and Shirley Schimpf 

April 8 

8:15 am: Wayne Young and Jim Minninger III 

10:45 am: Scott March and Barbara Mandato 
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April 15 

8:15 am: Jim McMichael and Ray Landis 

10:45 am: Kathy Cassel and Scott March 

April 22 

8:15 am: Denny Detweiler and Brittney Jones 

10:45 am: Doreen Hansen and Shirley Schimpf 

April 29 

8:15 am: Wayne Young and Jim Minninger III 

10:45 am: Tim Blank and Barbara Mandato 

    FLOWER DELIVERY 

HOPE Circle (Jeanette Johnson – contact) 

GREETERS 

April 1 – Easter Sunday 

8:15 am: Cathy and Glen Mensch 

10:45 am: Judy and Ken Heckler 

April 8 

8:15 am: Pat and Steve Haddon 

10:45 am: Janet Novak 

April 15 

8:15 am: Doris Garges 

10:45 am: Marge Blank and Betty Jean Way 

April 22 

8:15 am: Sandy and Bill Baker 

10:45 am: Sara and Barry Johnson 
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April 29 

8:15 am: Sandy and Harvey Groff 

10:45 am: Wilma Szepanski and Zach Lincoln 

LECTORS 

8:15 am     10:45 am 

April 1  Cathy Hurley  Gayle King 

March 11  Carolyn Barndt Ashlee Minninger 

March 18  Sandy Groff  Judy Heckler 

March 25  Sandy Schneck Doreen Hansen 

March 25  Jim McMichael Sheila March 

USHERS 

April 1 – Easter Sunday 

8:15 am - Team 3: Brian Garges (captain), Dennis Bauer, Jim 

McMichael, John Potucek, Jim Minninger 

10:45 am - Team 3: Ken Heckler (captain), Jim and Gloria Beer, 

Rick Krown, Charles Titus, Doug Church, Fred Johns 

April 8 

8:15 am - Team 4: John LaRue, Donald Hillegas 

10:45 am - Team 4: Terry Winder and Lee Shoemaker (co-

captains), Glen Mensch, Ray Landis, Bill Cressman, Dennis 

Detweiler, Trevor Jones 

April 15 

8:15 am - Team 1: Alan Wampole (captain), Karen Wampole, 

Dale and Mary Souder, Jim Hurley, Bruce Harpel, Dominic Votta 

10:45 am - Team 1: Bob Johnson (captain), Ed Kraus, Doug 

Hansen, Larry Schimpf, Greg Fosbenner, Tim Blank, Bob Bonner 
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April 22 

8:15 am - Team 2: Harvey Groff (captain), David Hange, Rodney 

Hange, Mike Miller, Steve Troyanoski, Mike Troyanoski, Randy 

Groff 

10:45 am - Team 2: Al Landis (captain), Ron Money, Jim Stover, 

Tony Crouthamel, Barry Johnson 

April 29 

8:15 am - Team 3: Brian Garges (captain), Dennis Bauer, Jim 

McMichael, John Potucek, Jim Minninger 

10:45 am - Team 3: Ken Heckler (captain), Jim and Gloria Beer, 

Rick Krown, Charles Titus, Doug Church, Fred Johns 
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April 2018 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

107 West Lincoln Avenue 

Telford, PA 18969 

215-723-8981 
 

 
 

Office Hours 

9:00 am to 3:30 pm—Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

(Office Closed between 12:30 - 1:00 pm for lunch) 

10:30 am – 4:00 pm - Wednesday 

Sunday Worship - Holy Communion Worship Services 

April 1, 8*, 15, 22, and 29 - 8:15 and 10:45 am 

(*Feast and Celebration at 10:45 am service) 

Easter Sunrise Holy Communion Worship Service  

Sunday April 1 - 6:30 am at St. Paul’s Cemetery 

Easter Sunday Holy Communion Worship Services 

Sunday April 1 - 8:15 and 10:45 am 

Children’s Ministry 

Sundays at 9:30 am  

Adult Forum 

Sundays at 9:30 am in the Parlor  

Senior Lunch & Bible Study 

April 19 at 12:00 pm 

Church Council Meeting 

April 9 - 7:30 pm (Conference Room) 


