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        Guiding Thoughts — 

 A Pastor’s Ponderings 

On Easter Sunday you have 

the choice of reading from 

the gospel for the year (this 

year Luke) or from John.  

I’ve always found the story 

in John‘s gospel interesting. 

Mary finds the tomb empty, 

runs and tells some of the 

disciples who confirm her story.  They leave and 

Mary is left outside the tomb.  As she is standing 

there, Mary is asked, “Woman, why are you 

weeping?” She responds, “They have taken away 

my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 

him.” John is clear, at this point the dialogue is 

between the two angels and Mary Magdalene 

Easter. Weeping at the death of someone we care 

about is natural and normal, but what always 

intrigued me is what comes next in this gospel 

account. When she had said this, she turns to leave 

and sees Jesus standing there, but she did not know 

that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why 

are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 

‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 

you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus 

said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher).  It is 

fascinating to me, those who come to the tomb 

don’t recognize the risen Lord.  Actually, that is the 

theme of almost all the post-resurrection appearance 

stories.  And that makes me wonder.  Why does no 

one recognize Jesus? 
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Mary Magdalene, at the tomb as we have just seen, does not 

recognize the risen Lord.  She responds to Jesus’ question, “Why 

are you weeping?” with a request.  If you have taken him away tell 

me where he is.  It is only when Jesus calls her by name that she 

recognizes this person standing before her as Jesus.  This is strange 

to me.  How can she not recognize Jesus?  This is a woman who 

has been a disciple of Christ for some time.  She has followed him 

during this last week in Jerusalem.  She was at the foot of the 

cross.  She knows Jesus.  And yet she doesn’t recognize him? 

And then take another story this time in the gospel 

of Luke.  On the way to Emmaus, Jesus falls in 

with Cleopas and another person.  Both are 

identified as disciples of Jesus.  He walks with 

them.  They tell him the news about what has 

happened in Jerusalem, wondering what it means. 

Jesus even takes the time to explain the meaning 

of all that has happened according to the prophets.  But they still 

don’t recognize him.  It is only in the breaking of the bread that the 

finally see that this person who has been with them all day is the 

risen Jesus, the one whom they have been talking about and 

speculating about all day. 

And then there’s that story in John, about Jesus’ appearance to the 

disciples, not the familiar story about ‘Doubting Thomas’, but the 

appearance of the risen Jesus to the disciples after that.  This is 

what truly confuses me.  They had all seen the risen Lord.  Thomas 

had even placed his hands in the nail holes.  Yet, John tells us that 

later Simon Peter, Thomas, James and John and a few others were 

fishing.  Jesus stands on the shore and asks, ‘did you catch 

anything?’  They don’t recognize who is asking them this!  They 

answer saying no.  Then Jesus tells them to let their nets down 

again.  They do.  And the nets become so full they almost break.  

Only now do they finally recognize that the person speaking to 

them is the risen Lord. 

Don’t you, like me, think it odd that people who walked and talked 

with Jesus, people who knew him well, would continually be 
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unable to recognize Jesus?  Maybe that should tell us something.  

Maybe we need to be careful when we read these stories and our 

first reaction is “how could they have been so blind?”  How could 

they not have recognized Jesus?  Maybe it is not as easy as we 

think to recognize the risen Lord.  Maybe we don’t recognize 

Christ when he comes to us too.  Maybe Christ has been right here 

in our lives, yet we were too blind to see him. 

This Easter season we celebrate the presence of the risen Lord 

among us.  We, like the disciples, rejoice in his resurrection. But 

perhaps, again like the disciples, we sometimes fail to see how 

Christ is present in our lives.  So, this year as we celebrate with 

joy, let’s pause and ask ourselves: How has Christ been present in 

our lives?  Was it in the hug of a loved one?  The timely call of 

friend?   The smile of a stranger?  Looking back in your lives can 

you see the times Christ was present, even if you couldn’t see it at 

that time? 

For the Easter season we respond with joy, 

Christ is Risen, He is Risen indeed!! Alleluia!! 

Pastor Shirley 

Council Committee Report – Cemetery 

Greetings Fellow Lutherans, 

If you have items or mementos on the graves at St. Paul’s cemetery 

that you would like to keep, can you please have them removed by 

Sunday, March 31. The cemetery committee will begin cleaning 

the gravesite the first week in April in preparation for the 

upcoming Easter season.  All items remaining on the gravesites 

after March will be considered disposable.  Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

If you have any questions regarding the cemetery, or you wish to 

purchase cemetery plots or columbarium niches, please feel free to 

call me at 267-357-2597. 

God Bless, 

Scott March - Cemetery Committee 
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The theme for this year’s mid-week Lenten services is the Signs of 

Lent.  Join us as we think about how God calls us to turn our life 

around (U Turn), as we explore how we misunderstand Jesus’ 

mission (Stop), how Jesus life transformed the story of God’s 

grace (Merge), how Jesus did God’s will (Yield), how our 

salvation is through Jesus (One Way), and how it seems as if Jesus 

death ends his ministry (Dead End). Plan on joining us dinner and 

then for any or all of our services on our Lenten journey. 
 

 

Maundy Thursday Holy Communion Worship Service  

Thursday, April 18 - 7:30 pm 

Good Friday Worship Service 

Friday, April 19 - 7:30 pm 

Easter Sunrise Holy Communion Worship Service  

Sunday, April 21 - 6:30 am at St. Paul’s Cemetery 

Easter Holy Communion Worship Services 

Sunday, April 21 - 8:15 and 10:45 am 

There will be a time for fellowship in between the 8:15 and 10:45 

worship services on Easter Sunday. Coffee, tea, pastry, and other 

refreshments will be served. A free will offering will be collected. All 

are invited to join us for this time of fellowship. 
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Income and Expenses (past 13 months) 

Month Offering* Expenses Difference 

February 2018 $26,453.25 $29,963.44 -$3,510.19 

March 2018 $29,250.30 $34,399.68 -$5,149.38 

April 2018 $49,649.61 $31,136.86 $18,512.75 

May 2018 $27,746.98 $30,132.12 -$2385.14 

June 2018 $25,872.69 $35,325.84 -$9,453.15 

July 2018 $26,299.80 $28,463.86 -$2,164.06 

August 2018 $29,714.93 $31,007.86 -$1292.93 

September 2018 $32,976.06 $31,961.00 $1015.06 

October 2018 $36,903.24 $28,947.25 $7955.99 

November 2018 $25,980.25 $31,596.01 -$5615.76 

December 2018 $49,366.00 $33,081.27 +16,284.73 

January 2019 $29,950.40 $38,499.00 -$14,548.65 

February 2019 $24,206.28 $32,975.55 -$8769.27 
  

*Offering includes: Current, Benevolence, Building and Special 

 
Reminder!: Please remember that if you 

have any changes to your address, home phone 

number, cell phone number, email address, etc., 

please let Ashley in the church office know so that 

we can continue to keep our church records as up 

to date as possible. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Adult Forum will meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the 

Parlor (unless otherwise indicated). The schedule for April is as 

follows: 

 April 7 – Luggage 

 April 14 – Comparison of the Crucifixion Story 

 April 21 – No Class (Easter Sunday) 

 April 28 – Earth Day Event (Fellowship Hall) 
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Dear Friends at St. Paul’s, My sister Pat Young brought me a 

beautiful prayer shawl from the church when I had my open heart 

surgery last month. I appreciated it very much. The shawl 

reminded me of the care, concern and support that all of us need, 

especially during the most challenging times in our lives. The 

church is uniquely positioned to offer that support. I am so grateful 

that your ministry has offered it to me. It certainly has helped in 

my recover. 

Kathy Gingerich 

We want to thank Pastor Shirley and Pastor Huber for all of their 

visits which are very uplifting, and another thank you for the 

beautiful flowers and all the cards and phone calls, which are all 

appreciated. 

Art and Edna Thomas 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

At the annual meeting a question was asked about our benevolence 

to the synod.  What does that do?  Where does it go? 

This is a brief summary of what happens to the support we give 

beyond our congregation.  We have designated $30,000 as our 

pledged support to the synod.  We send that in over the year as 

benevolence is given to the congregation.   

Of the money we send to the synod they keep about 50% and send 

50% on to the ELCA (so $15,000 goes to the national church).  

The synod spends what they receive in much the same way 

congregations do.  There is the salary and operating expenses of 
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the bishop’s office.  The deans, who function as an extension of the 

office of the bishop, receive a small stipend. The synod also 

manages property (churches that have been closed and awaiting 

either sale or redevelopment).  The synod supports the candidacy 

committee which assists in preparing leaders for the church, a very 

important function these days since the number of vacancies 

exceeds the number of pastors available for call. 

The ELCA would receive about $15,000 from St. Paul’s.  This 

money is used in various ways.  On the ELCA website you can 

find a chart that diagrams how money is spent.  But to list the areas 

out: 

1. Grow the ELCA in the US—plant and support renewal of 

ministries/congregations 

2. Support the Lutheran church worldwide—we are a member 

of the Lutheran World Federation, connect to companion 

churches around the world 

3. Provide support for churchwide ministries—the ELCA 

maintains archives and historical records, provides for staff 

etc. 

4. Support future leaders of the ELCA—so provides support 

for the work of the seven ELCA seminaries and 26 colleges 

and universities.  Offer support for lay leadership. 

5. Technology—design and maintain communication tools 

6. Governance—support the conference of bishops and lay 

leaders in the ELCA 

7. Stewardship—develop tools related to support of the 

mission 

8. Address social issues and work for social justice 

9. Research, planning and vision 

10. Ecumenical relationships—work building an ecumenical 

community of faith. 

As you can see, the gifts, our benevolence, we send to the synod 

and the ELCA comes back to us in many ways. One of the best 

examples I can give is disaster relief.  At the synod and 

churchwide level our offerings support LDR (Lutheran Disaster 

Response), paying for salaries etc. of those who manage the 

disaster response.  That means that 100% of what is given in 
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response to a disaster goes to help those in need.  In addition, LDR 

has often been the first on the ground and unlike the Red Cross, 

which often leaves once the immediate needs are met, LDR is there 

for the long haul.  Caring for communities as they rebuild. 

I hope this has answered some of the questions about what our 

benevolence dollars do.  As you can see, it is much more than 

merely paying the salaries of staff.  It comes back to us in so many 

ways. 
 

Opportunity for 

Fellowship and 

Mission 

At the annual meeting, we discussed having opportunities for 

fellowship and mission. We have not yet set a date for any ideas 

that were presented, but need to know if there is interest in moving 

forward. Some ideas that were presented include: 

 a Progressive Dinner 

 FEAST (Friends Eating and Sharing Together) 

 Summertime movies in the Fellowship Hall 

 Conversations About God – Pub Theology 

 Adult Mission Trips 

 Keystone Overnight for Homelessness (for youth but 

adults can participate) 

 And more!  

If you would be interested in participating in any of these ideas, or 

have other ideas for fellowship and mission opportunities you 

would like to see at St. Paul’s, please visit 

https://www.stpaulstelford.org/opportunities-for-fellowship-and-

mission and fill out the information. A printed copy of this form 

was also recently available in the bulletins and can also be found in 

the narthex. Once we have ideas of what people would like to do, 

we will start planning. Thank you! 

https://www.stpaulstelford.org/opportunities-for-fellowship-and-mission
https://www.stpaulstelford.org/opportunities-for-fellowship-and-mission
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The women of our HOPE Circle are looking for a few more 

women and teens to help us on Tuesday, June 4 when we host the 

quarterly meeting of "Bridge of Hope" by providing dinner and 

childcare during their meeting.  Bridge of Hope is a Christian non-

profit ministry helping street homeless mothers who have children 

under the age of 18 with a secure rental property, rental assistance, 

financial & money management, and who provide mentoring 

groups from local churches for each mom.  Bridge of Hope is 

completely donor funded. Homeless moms stay with them for an 

average of 12-15 months.  Volunteer signups and a list of items to 

be donated will be posted in the Narthex toward then end of April. 

 

 
 

Drop off these items free of charge: All scrap metal including steel, 

iron, brass, copper, aluminum, and products such as lawn mowers, 

benches, bicycles, washers, dryers, water heaters, swing sets, car 

batteries, radiators, insulated wire, Christmas/holiday light sets, 

and much more! We are also taking refrigerators and freezers, 

room air conditioners and dehumidifiers free of charge! 

AND we are also collecting used printer ink cartridges! 

Please do NOT bring: Tin cans, paint cans, vacuums, microwaves, 

hazardous material, or electronics. 
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All Senior Events are open to everyone; members, friends, 

neighbors, and people of all ages. 

Monday, April 29:  We will meet at St. Paul’s at 10:15AM to 

carpool to the Stoogeum in Ambler.  The admission fee for seniors 

is $8.00.  Lunch will be on our own at the Olive Garden. 

Our May event is still being determined. Stay tuned for more 

details! 

June 26 or 27:  We will bring our own picnic lunches to the 

Audubon Society for a tour.  Exact date and time will be advised 

when known.   

Tuesday, July 23:  We will be picked up at St. Paul’s by 

Perkiomen Tours for a trip to Sights and Sounds to see the play 

‘Jesus’. Pick up time will be 10:00AM and we will return to St. 

Paul’s at 8:00PM.  We must have a minimum of 30 participants in 

order to be able to utilize the bus. 

ALL senior events are open to all,  

young, old, members, friends, EVERYONE 

Bible Study and lunch, led by Pastor John 

Huber, takes place the third Thursday of every 

month from noon to 1:30 PM, come and join us 

in Christian Fellowship for this informal time to 

reflect, discuss and learn. Bring your own 

sandwich; beverages are provided. The Bible Study meets year 

around. See you on April 18, 2019.  The bible verses to be studied 

are printed in the Senior Ministry Brochure; copies can be found in 

the brochure rack in the narthex. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.citycentrebaptist.ca/Content/11116/Seniors Ministry image2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.citycentrebaptist.ca/ministry.aspx?ministry_id%3D318335%26site_id%3D11116&h=250&w=945&tbnid=mmxzKsqgKU8LqM:&docid=cyUw7WG8b_BMhM&ei=1UyYVpGsM4vf-QHxhKXoCg&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjR6qfT1qrKAhWLbz4KHXFCCa0QMwhgKDwwPA
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Everyone Brave is Forgiven 

By Chris Cleave 

A spellbinding novel about three unforgettable 

individuals thrown together by war, love, and their 

search for belonging in the ever-changing landscape 

of WWII London. 

 
 

Church Council  
Contact Information  

Church Officers 

Jim McMichael, President                         267-885-8026 

Doug Hansen, Vice President                           215-453-0566 

Kathy Cassel, Treasurer                                215-896-7747 

Wayne Young, Council Secretary                  610-287-8897 
 

Committee Chairpersons 

Cemetery 

Scott March 

267-357-2597 

Christian 

Education 

Brittney Jones 

484-363-1061 

Evangelism 

Deb Bitner 

267-664-0039 

Fellowship 

Jim Neely 

267-374-4414 

Finance 

Kathy Cassel 

215-896-7747 

Property  

Vacant 

Social Ministry 

Barbara Mandato 

215-460-5473 

Stewardship 

Vacant  

Worship and 

Music 

Wayne Young 

610-287-8897 

Youth 

Jim Minninger III 

215-390-0154



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to join members of the Indian Valley Cluster of 

churches to help host the Welcome Church on Sunday April 28, 

2019.  The Welcome Church is an ELCA congregation that 

proclaims the hope and love of God to all people, especially those 

who are experiencing homelessness.   

For those going, we will meet at Advent Lutheran Church.  

There is a brown bag lunch (bring your own) at noon to help pack 

donations.  We will be leaving from the parking lot and carpool at 

1:15 PM.  If you are attending please sign up so that we can make 

sure there are enough folks driving. 

We are also collecting items to give.  There will be a collection 

area in the narthex for the following items: 

 New pairs of socks 

 New twin-size blankets (fleece) 

 Travel size toiletries 

 Small paper pads and pens 

 Single use wipes (i.e. baby wipes etc.)  
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Just a friendly reminder that Easter Flower 

orders are due to the church office on 

Sunday April 7! Order forms were sent 

out in last month’s newsletter. If you need 

another one, you can find them in the 

bulletins on Sunday mornings, or you can print them from our 

website from the Newsletter page. Please pick up your Easter 

Flowers no later than Wednesday, April 24. Flowers not picked 

up by April 24 will be given away. 

TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY:   

If you or someone you know needs a ride to church or 

for local medical appointments, please contact: Ruth 

Sommers (215-723-5771) or the church office. 

VOLUNTEERS SERVING IN APRIL 2019 

ACOLYTES 

April 7: 8:15 am - *            10:45 am –* 

April 14: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am – Audrey Bucher 

Maundy Thursday, April 18: 7:30 pm - * 

Good Friday, April 19: 7:30 pm - * 

Easter Sunday, April 21: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am –* 

April 28: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am –* 

*Volunteers needed!    

ALTAR GUILD 

Carolyn Barndt (co-captain), Joan Votta (co-captain), Barbara 

Mandato, Sheila March, Janet Lincoln, Judi Strug 
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ASSISTING MINISTERS 

8:15 am     10:45 am 

April 7  Gail Wellington Dawn Krown 

April 14  Jim Hurley  Wayne Young 

Maundy Thursday, April 18 (7:30 pm) – Ashley Bromley 

Good Friday, April 19 (7:30 pm) – Wayne Young 

April 21  Ashley Bromley Bill Cressman 

April 28  Denny Detweiler Wayne Young 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

April 7 

8:15 am: Ray Landis and Jim McMichael 

10:45 am: Kathy Cassel and Scott March 

April 14 

8:15 am: Denny Detweiler and Brittney Jones 

10:45 am: Doreen Hansen and Shirley Schimpf 

Maundy Thursday, April 18 

7:30 pm: Marian Henry and Barbara Mandato 

April 21 

6:30 am: TBD 

8:15 am: Wayne Young and Jim Minninger III 

10:45 am: Barbara Mandato and TBD 
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April 28 

8:15 am: Ray Landis and Jim McMichael 

10:45 am: Kathy Cassel and Scott March 

GREETERS 

April 7 

8:15 am: Cathy and Glen Mensch 

10:45 am: Ruth Woltersdorf  

April 14 

8:15 am: Pat and Steve Haddon 

10:45 am: Marge Blank and Betty Jean Way 

Maundy Thursday, April 18 

7:30 pm: Doris Garges and Terry Hendricks 

April 21 

8:15 am: Sara Ryan and Cathy Hurley  

10:45 am: Wilma Szepanski and Zach Lincoln 

April 28 

8:15 am: Sandy and Harvey Groff 

10:45 am: Jody and Frank Guntz 
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LECTORS 

8:15 am     10:45 am 

April 7  Carolyn Barndt Doreen Hansen 

April 14  Jim McMichael Brady Farrington 

Maundy Thursday, April 18 (7:30 pm) – Paige Brasch 

April 21  Jim Hurley  Gayle King 

April 28  Ashlee Minninger Bill Cressman 

USHERS 

April 7 

8:15 am - Team 4: John LaRue, Donald Hillegas 

10:45 am – Team 4: Terry Winder and Lee Shoemaker (co-

captains), Glen Mensch, Ray Landis, Bill Cressman, Dennis 

Detweiler, Trevor Jones 

April 14 

8:15 am - Team 1: Alan Wampole (captain), Karen Wampole, 

Dale and Mary Souder, Jim Hurley, Bruce Harpel, Dominic Votta 

10:45 am - Team 1: Bob Johnson (captain), Ed Kraus, Doug 

Hansen, Larry Schimpf, Greg Fosbenner, Tim Blank, Bob Bonner 

Maundy Thursday, April 18 

7:30 pm - Team 2: Harvey Groff (captain), David Hange, Rodney 

Hange, Mike Miller, Steve Troyanoski, Mike Troyanoski, Randy 

Groff, Al Landis (captain), Ron Money, Jim Stover, Tony 
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Crouthamel, Barry Johnson 

April 21 

8:15 am - Team 3: Brian Garges (captain), Dennis Bauer, Jim 

McMichael, Jim Minninger 

10:45 am – Team 3: Ken Heckler (captain), Jim and Gloria Beer, 

Rick Krown, Charles Titus, Doug Church, Fred Johns 

April 28 

8:15 am - Team 4: John LaRue, Donald Hillegas 

10:45 am – Team 4: Terry Winder and Lee Shoemaker (co-

captains), Glen Mensch, Ray Landis, Bill Cressman, Dennis 

Detweiler, Trevor Jones 
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April 2019 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

107 West Lincoln Avenue 

Telford, PA 18969 

215-723-8981 
 

  

Office Hours 

9:00 am to 3:30 pm—Monday through Friday 

(Office Closed between 12:30 - 1:00 pm for lunch) 

Sunday Worship - Holy Communion Worship Services 

April 7*, 14, 21 and 28 – 8:15 and 10:45 am 

*Feast and Celebration at 10:45 service on April 7 

Mid-Week Lenten Worship Services 

April 7 and 10 

Service at 7:30 pm, Lenten Dinner Prior to Service at 6:15 pm 

Maundy Thursday Holy Communion Worship Service 

April 18 – 7:30 pm 

Good Friday Worship Service 

April 19 – 7:30 pm 

Easter Sunrise Holy Communion Worship Service  

April 21 - 6:30 am at St. Paul’s Cemetery 

Easter Sunday Holy Communion Worship Services 

April 21 - 8:15 and 10:45 am 

Children’s Ministry 

Sundays at 9:30 am (No Children’s Ministry on April 21) 

Adult Forum 

Sundays at 9:30 am in the Parlor (No Adult Forum on April 21) 

Senior Lunch & Bible Study 

April 18 – 12:00 - 1:30 pm (Conference Room) 

Church Council Meeting 

April 8 - 7:30 pm 


