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        Guiding Thoughts — 

 A Pastor’s Ponderings 

Usually when I sit down to write my article for May, I 

think about Pentecost and its meaning both to those who 

will be affirming their baptismal vows and to the church.  

It marks the establishment of the church, where Peter 

preached, and tongues of fire appeared on the disciples’ 

heads.  It is one of two red parament Sundays.  But this 

year Easter was later and so Pentecost isn’t until June 9
th
. 

So, I have an opportunity to say a little something about 

a holiday that most of us will celebrate this month, 

Mother’s Day. 

Now I know that some folks feel that this, along with 

many other holidays, are made up holidays—only there 

to promote the greeting card industry.  I also do 

recognize that Mother’s Day is not a religious holiday 

and, as someone pointed out recently, some may not 

have the best relationship with their mothers.  Mothers 

can be loving and caring, but they can also be distant, 

abusive etc.  So, I prefer to think of the second Sunday 

in May as celebrating those who have been mothering 

figures in our lives.  Who cared for you, nurtured you—

it could be a relative, a foster parent, a teacher, a coach, 

you name it?  We also have our mothers in faith, those 

who taught us about God and God’s love.   So, what 

images come to mind when you hear the word mother?  

There are probably a thousand and one pictures your 

brain conjures up: a mother cradling her child, sharing 

the joy as her child discovers the world, beaming with 

pride as her child graduates.  But did the image of God 

ever pop into your mind as an image of mother?  Why 

not? 

It’s strange isn’t it, we often think of God as father, but 

rarely as mother.  Yet there are many images of God as 

mother in our Bible.  In Isaiah 49 God speaks and says 

“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no 

compassion on the child she has borne?  Though she 
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may forget, I will not forget you.”  In Isaiah 66 God says, “as mother 

comforts her child, I will comfort you.”  When God calls the people of 

Israel together, they are reminded that God has borne them from their 

birth, carried them from the womb.  We recently read from the gospel of 

Luke that God wants to be a mother hen who gathers all her children 

under her protecting wings.  God has said that we, male and female, are 

made in God’s image, so if God is father then God is also mother. 

If this sets uneasy on your eyes and ears, that’s okay.  For many centuries 

we have lived with the image of God as a man.  But, even in the writings 

of the early church, the image of God as mother is found.  Julian of 

Norwich, a medieval mystic, even calls Christ the great mother. What I 

found interesting though was a sermon I heard a number of years ago. 

This was a sermon given by a black, male pastor from a Baptist church in 

Philadelphia.  The title of his sermon was “Would you call your God 

Mother?”  He asked us to think about God as mother.  He wanted us to 

look at what mothers do, at least what good mothers do. 

Good mothers care about our feelings, are sensitive to our moods as we 

grow.  They nurture us through the struggles we have to define who we 

are.  They support us and calm us when we cry: over a cut knee, the 

death of a pet, the loss of our very first boyfriend or girlfriend.  They are 

there to help us with not only with the huge disappointments in life but 

all the little hurts and sorrows we experience as we grow.  Good mothers 

listen, they listen to us, really hear what we are saying both verbally and 

non-verbally.  Good mothers know us almost as well as we know 

ourselves. 

God is not just a good mother; God is the perfect mother.  God comforts 

us when we cry, celebrates with us when we succeed.  God is there 

throughout our lives.  As that beautiful song we sometimes sing reminds 

us God was there to hear our cry as we were born, rejoiced to see our life 

unfold.  God is there when we hear the wonder of God’s word, is there 

when we find someone to share our world, and is there when we breathe 

our last.  Just like a mother, God listens to us no matter what time of day 

it is, no matter how many other things need to be done, God is the good 

mother who always has time for us. 

Now I want to ask you again.  Would you call your God mother?  This 

Mother’s Day let’s give thanks for our earthly mother figures who are a 

reflection of the perfect mother who loves us and comforts us and who is 

our source of life and light. 

Yours In Christ, 
Pastor Shirley 
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Church Music Sunday 

May 5, 2019 

ONE Worship Service at 9:30 am 

 
On May 5, 2019, we will have ONE worship service at 9:30 am for 

Church Music Sunday. With one service on Church Music Sunday the 

entire congregation will be able to hear all the choirs sing and sing 

favorite songs together. Please be sure to attend! The nursery will be 

available downstairs in the Yellow Room during this service. 

Pentecost Sunday – June 9, 2019 
ONE Worship Service at 9:30 am 

Mark your calendars!! On Sunday, June 9, 2019, we 

will have ONE worship Service at 9:30 am so that as 

our youth are confirmed and affirm their baptismal 

promise, we as the gathered body of Christ stand 

together as witness to their promises to continue to 

be faithful young men and women. The nursery will 

be available downstairs in the Yellow Room during 

this service. 
 

You are invited to pray for the families and 
friends of… 

Erin Prediger, who died on April 11, 2019 
 

 

Reminder!: Please remember that if you have any 

changes to your address, home phone number, cell phone 

number, email address, etc., please let Ashley in the 

church office know so that we can continue to keep our 

church records as up to date as possible. 
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Income and Expenses (past 13 months) 

Month Offering* Expenses Difference 

March 2018 $29,250.30 $34,399.68 -$5,149.38 

April 2018 $49,649.61 $31,136.86 $18,512.75 

May 2018 $27,746.98 $30,132.12 -$2385.14 

June 2018 $25,872.69 $35,325.84 -$9,453.15 

July 2018 $26,299.80 $28,463.86 -$2,164.06 

August 2018 $29,714.93 $31,007.86 -$1292.93 

September 2018 $32,976.06 $31,961.00 $1015.06 

October 2018 $36,903.24 $28,947.25 $7955.99 

November 2018 $25,980.25 $31,596.01 -$5615.76 

December 2018 $49,366.00 $33,081.27 +16,284.73 

January 2019 $29,950.40 $38,499.00 -$14,548.65 

February 2019 $24,206.28 $32,975.55 -$8769.27 

March 2019 $29,232.01 $34,740.86 -$5505.85 
  

*Offering includes: Current, Benevolence, Building and Special 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Adult Forum will meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the Parlor 

(unless otherwise indicated). The schedule for May is as follows: 

 May 5 – Church Music Sunday (No Class) 

 May 12 – The Churches of Armenia 

 May 19 – The Churches of Georgia 

 May 26 – Coffee and Fellowship 

 
 

Tuesday mornings  

during the Easter season 

May 7, 14, 21 & 28 

10:00am in the Prayer Garden 

We will start with a short Bible study followed 

by a 1-2 mile walk around Telford, walking a 

different section of town each week. 

A simple way to improve your health and grow 

in faith! Questions? Speak with Marian Henry. 
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Come out on Saturday, May 11 from 10 am – 2 pm to Moyer & Sons to 

get your car washed by the youth of St. Paul’s and Christ, Kulpsville! All 

donations collected will go toward the WOW Mission Trip to Knoxville, 

TN in June. See page 9 for more information about the WOW Trip and 

other fundraising opportunities. 

Adult Mission Trips 

Several people have expressed interest in going on a 

mission trip.  Our youth are heading to Knoxville in 

June.  Pastor Shirley has contacted St. Mark’s in 

Pennsburg—they and St. James schedule two mission 

trips per year.  They are excited that we might want to 

join them.  They call themselves “Heavenly Helpers.”  The last trip (in 

March) was to Swanquarter, NC.   The plan for the fall is to return to 

New Orleans for continued help after Katrina.  The fall trip is from Oct 

26-Nov 2.  Please let Pastor Shirley know if you are interested and we 

can get a team together. 

 

St. Paul's HOPE Women's Circle will be hosting the quarterly meeting of 

Bridge of Hope on Tuesday, June 4 starting at 6pm in our Fellowship 

Hall. Women of the congregation are invited to join us as we prepare, 

serve & clean up a special dinner for them and provide child care during 

the meeting. Bridge of Hope is a local non-profit that provides housing 

and support for homeless moms and their children. Sign-up sheet can be 

found in the Narthex. 
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Last month Church Council approved Vanessa 

Dalton as our part time Nursery attendant. 

Vanessa has been a member of St. Paul's since 

her family moved here almost 30 years 

ago.  She was an active member of the youth 

group and spent a lot of time volunteering in the 

nursery while going through Confirmation. 

Once she entered adulthood, she felt a change 

in her call to serve the church. She became a 

youth advisor for a few years and also sat on 

Church Council. 

When not at church, Vanessa can be found spending time with her 3 

year old son TJ who is very excited to meet new friends and play with 

everyone in the nursery Sunday mornings! 

Vanessa previously worked on the pediatric and maternity floors of 

Lehigh and Grand View hospitals. She is currently working for 

Souderton School District as a cafeteria manager trainee. 

Vanessa looks forward to meeting a whole new generation of St. 

Paul's members and helping the families worship every Sunday.  She 

looks forward to playing and spending time with the children and 

watching a whole new generation grow with God and in our 

congregation. Welcome Vanessa! 

The church Nursery will be open Sunday mornings during the 

10:45am service and is located in the "yellow" room on the Children's 

Ministry floor. Weekly volunteers are needed to serve with Vanessa 

to keep our Safety Policy ratio of 4:1. Please speak to Marian Henry 

to volunteer. 
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WOW stands for Win Our World.  From their site: WOW Urban 

Ministry is a youth ministry experience that transforms lives and 

exposes youth and adults to worlds and cultures they may not have 

yet encountered. Combining faith formation, leadership development, 

and community service, this camp is for the youth who is ready to 

experience new things and who is prepared to have his or her 

worldview shaped further. 

This summer two youth and two adults from St. Paul’s will be 

traveling to Knoxville, TN to engage in this mission opportunity.  We 

will be traveling with Christ, Kulpsville—our sister congregation 

from the Indian Valley Cluster. We are asking for your support.  We 

have several fund raisers planned, some jointly with Christ and one 

for those going from St. Paul’s.   

The end of April and early May, we will have envelopes in the 

narthex—they are numbered $1-$100.  Please take an envelope and 

place the corresponding amount into the envelope and place it in the 

offering plate. 

In May we will be holding a car wash with Christ—at Moyer and 

Son. The date is May 11th.  Our youth will be accepting donations 

that day to wash your car. 

In June you have the opportunity to join us for a Basket Bingo on 

Friday, June 14th at St. Paul’s. The doors will open at 6 PM with the 

games to start at 7 PM.  We are planning on about 12-15 games.  We 

will be asking for donations for the prize baskets.  From St. Paul’s we 

plan on putting together the following baskets:  Dinner & a Movie; 

Pet basket; Barbeque; Beach; Kitchen; Reader; Snack and a Kids fun 

basket.  We’ll have suggestions posted soon.  Any questions please 

contact Janet Lincoln, Janet Farrington or Pastor Shirley.  Tickets will 

be needed to enter to play the games, this is to ensure that we have 

enough room.  Suggested donation will be $15 for the slate of games.   
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Interested in asking questions about God, join us for “Theology on 

Tap."  We’ve been invited to join with St. Andrew’s and Trinity in 

Perkasie at the Free Will Brewery the 4th Tuesday of the month for 

fellowship and lively discussion.  We’ll meet on May 28th at 7 PM.  

Folks generally bring snacks to share.    
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All Senior Events are open to everyone; members, friends, 

neighbors, and people of all ages. 

March 25 - We had an entertaining and fun trip to the Mack Truck 

Museum.  

Tuesday, May 21 - Carol Pochron RN, an adjunct professor at Drexel 

and Moravian, will be coming to St. Paul’s. She will speak about 

“Tackling Difficult Decisions.” This discussion is focused on 

decisions that might need to be made with and for loved ones at the 

end of life. Join us at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Snacks and 

beverages will be provided. 

June 26 or 27 - We will bring our own picnic lunches to the Audubon 

Society for a tour.  Exact date and time will be advised when known. 

Note:  due to renovations currently being undertaken at Audubon this 

event may be changed.  PLEASE watch the Sr. Event bulletin board 

for updates.  

Tuesday, July 23 - We will be picked up at St. Paul’s 

by Perkiomen Tours for a trip to Sights and Sounds to 

see the play ‘Jesus’.  Pick up time will be 10:00AM; 

lunch will be on our own at Cracker Barrel (separate 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.citycentrebaptist.ca/Content/11116/Seniors Ministry image2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.citycentrebaptist.ca/ministry.aspx?ministry_id%3D318335%26site_id%3D11116&h=250&w=945&tbnid=mmxzKsqgKU8LqM:&docid=cyUw7WG8b_BMhM&ei=1UyYVpGsM4vf-QHxhKXoCg&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjR6qfT1qrKAhWLbz4KHXFCCa0QMwhgKDwwPA
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checks will be available).  After the 3:00PM performance we will 

return to St. Paul’s.  The cost for the bus and admission is $90.00 

which is due no later than June 14.  Make checks payable to St. 

Paul’s and note Sights and Sounds on the memo line.   

ALL senior events are open to all,  

young, old, members, friends, EVERYONE 

Bible Study and lunch, led by Pastor John Huber, 

takes place the third Thursday of every month from 

noon to 1:30 PM, come and join us in Christian 

Fellowship for this informal time to reflect, discuss 

and learn. Bring your own sandwich; beverages are 

provided. The Bible Study meets year around. See 

you on May 16, 2019.  The bible verses to be studied are printed in 

the Senior Ministry Brochure; copies can be found in the brochure 

rack in the narthex. 

 

“Be not afraid! Sing our for joy! 

Christ is Risen, Alleluia! 

The above words are the complete text of hymn #388 “Be Not 

Afraid”. Included in the Easter section of our hymnal Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship (ELW), it is one of eleven from the Laize 

Community in France. Organist and composer Jacques Berthier (1923 

– 1994) wrote most of them beginning in the 1970s.  

Many are fashioned from biblical text. This one is from Matthew 28:5 

and was spoken to the women, Mary Magdalene and the “other Mary, 

by an angel descending from heaven early on Easter morning. Jesus 

also spoke these words in Matthew 28:10 as the women took hold of 
his feet and worshiped him. 
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Since the Laize community is ecumenical and Christians come there 

to worship from all over the globe, this text began in Czech and was 

translated into English. 

Hymn #616, Jesus, Remember Me, is also one of Berthier’s tunes and 

is the biblical text from Luke 23:42-a statement of faith by the thief 

on the cross to our crucified Savior.  

The ultimate spiritual power of these hymns is in their short, simple 
and repetitive nature. 

“Be Not Afraid” will be sung each Sunday during the fifty days of 
Easter as our Gospel Acclamation. 

Joyfully, 

Gayle King 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Handmaid’s Tale 

By Margaret Atwood 

Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead, a 

totalitarian and theocratic state that has replaced the 

United States of America. Because of dangerously 

low reproduction rates, Handmaids are assigned to 

bear children for elite couples that have trouble 

conceiving. 

 

TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY 

If you or someone you know needs a ride to church or for local 

medical appointments, please contact: Ruth Sommers (215-

723-5771) or the church office. 
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Church Council  
Contact Information  

Church Officers 

Jim McMichael, President                              267-885-8026 

Doug Hansen, Vice President                              215-453-0566 

Kathy Cassel, Treasurer                                215-896-7747 

Wayne Young, Council Secretary                             610-287-8897 
 

Committee Chairpersons 

Cemetery 

Scott March 

267-357-2597 

Christian 

Education 

Brittney Jones 

484-363-1061 

Evangelism 
Deb Bitner 

267-664-0039 

Fellowship 

Jim Neely 

267-374-4414 

Finance 

Kathy Cassel 

215-896-7747 

Property  
Greg Fosbenner & 

Trevor Jones 

215-257-4707 

(Greg) 

267-527-2242 

(Trevor) 

Social Ministry 
Barbara Mandato 

215-460-5473 

Stewardship  

Wayne Young 

610-287-8897 

Worship and 

Music 

Cathy Hurley 

215-258-1211 

Youth 

Jim Minninger III 

215-390-0154 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS SERVING IN MAY 2019 

ACOLYTES 

May 5:  9:30 am –* 

May 12: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am – * 

May 19: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am –* 

May 26: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am –**Volunteers needed!    

 

ALTAR GUILD 

Claire Favorin (captain), Marie Cassel, Pat Hammer, Jeanette Johnson, 

Karen Money 
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ASSISTING MINISTERS 

8:15 am     10:45 am 

May 5 (9:30 am) - Dawn Krown 

May 12  Joan Votta  Wayne Young 

May 19  Denny Detweiler Ashley Bromley 

May 26  Jim Hurley  Ashley Bromley 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

May 5 

9:30 am: Denny Detweiler and Brittney Jones 

May 12 

8:15 am: Wayne Young and Jim Minninger 

10:45 am: Barbara Mandato and TBD 

May 19 

8:15 am: Jim McMichael and Ray Landis 

10:45 am: Kathy Cassel and Scott March 

May 26 

8:15 am: Denny Detweiler and Brittney Jones 

10:45 am: Doreen Hansen and Shirley Schimpf 

GREETERS 

May 5 

9:30 am: Nancy and Don Hillegas 

May 12 

8:15 am: Doris and Beth Seifert 

10:45 am: Ruth Woltersdorf 

May 19 

8:15 am: Phyllis and Walter Deebel  

10:45 am: Barb and Bill Cressman 

May 26 

8:15 am: Debra and David Snyder 

10:45 am: Doris and Terry Hendricks 
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LECTORS 

8:15 am     10:45 am 

May 5 (9:30 am) – Danielle Brasch 

May 12  Carolyn Barndt  Frank Bucher Jr. 

May 19  Sandy Groff  Karen Dunlap 

May 26  Peggy Moyer  Doreen Hansen 

USHERS 

May 5 

9:30 am - Team 1: Alan Wampole (captain), Karen Wampole, Dale and 

Mary Souder, Jim Hurley, Bruce Harpel, Dominic Votta, Bob Johnson 

(captain), Ed Kraus, Doug Hansen, Larry Schimpf, Greg Fosbenner, Tim 

Blank, Bob Bonner 

May 12 

8:15 am - Team 2: Harvey Groff (captain), David Hange, Rodney 

Hange, Mike Miller, Steve Troyanoski, Mike Troyanoski, Randy Groff 

10:45 am – Team 2: Al Landis (captain), Ron Money, Jim Stover, Tony 

Crouthamel, Barry Johnson 

May 19 

8:15 am - Team 3: Brian Garges (captain), Dennis Bauer, Jim 

McMichael, Jim Minninger 

10:45 am – Team 3: Ken Heckler (captain), Jim and Gloria Beer, Rick 

Krown, Charles Titus, Doug Church, Fred Johns 

May 26 

8:15 am - Team 4: John LaRue, Donald Hillegas 

10:45 am – Team 4: Terry Winder and Lee Shoemaker (co-captains), 

Glen Mensch, Ray Landis, Bill Cressman, Dennis Detweiler, Trevor 

Jones 
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May 2019 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

107 West Lincoln Avenue 

Telford, PA 18969 

215-723-8981 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Office Hours 

9:00 am to 3:30 pm—Monday through Friday 

(Office Closed between 12:30 - 1:00 pm for lunch) 

Sunday Worship - Holy Communion Worship Services 

May 5* – 9:30 am 

May 12, 19, and 26 – 8:15 and 10:45 am 

*Feast and Celebration on May 5 

Children’s Ministry 

Sundays at 9:30 am (No Children’s Ministry on May 5) 

Adult Forum 

Sundays at 9:30 am in the Parlor (No Adult Forum on May 5) 

Senior Lunch & Bible Study 

May 16 – 12:00 - 1:30 pm (Conference Room) 

Church Council Meeting 

May 13 - 7:30 pm 


