
      ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE 
published by 

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church - Telford, PA 
(215) 723-8981 Fax: (215) 723-3363 

Editor: Ashley Bromley 
Deadline for News: 12th of the month 

 
 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

  

D
a
te

d
 m

a
te

ria
l - P

le
a
s
e
 e

x
p
e
d

ite
 

A
d

d
re

s
s
 S

e
rv

ic
e

 R
e
q

u
e

s
te

d
 

 

N
O

N
-P

R
O

F
IT

 

O
R

G
. U

S
 

P
O

S
T

A
G

E
 P

D
. 

L
A

N
S

D
A

L
E

, P
A

     
P

E
R

M
IT

 #
6
9

5
 

 



2 

 

 
 

        Guiding Thoughts — 

A Pastor’s Ponderings 

It hardly seems possible that November has rolled 

around again. As I write we haven’t even had 

Halloween yet, and here I am thinking about what 

is coming up for us in November. In the 

meantime, the stores seem to have skipped right 

into December with their decorations and 

Christmas displays. November is an odd month. It 

almost seems like a between month, the days are 

getting colder and shorter and people begin to run 

around buying Christmas presents, and yet it is 

packed with activities. 

November shouldn’t be rushed through but 

celebrated. We begin with All Saints’ Sunday 

remembering and giving thanks for the lives of all 

the saints who have gone before us to the church 

triumphant.  With the number of saints that we 

have lost between last year and this year, I find 

myself thinking of the Prayer of the Day that is 

used at funeral or memorial services. Part of the 

prayer says, “We thank you (God) for giving the 

name of the person to us to know and to love as a 

companion in our pilgrimage on earth.  In your 

boundless compassion, console us who mourn.”  I 

am indeed thankful for all the saints that I have 

met over the years who have enriched my journey 

here on earth, there are too many to name.  But I 

wanted to share the stories of two who have 

joined the church triumphant recently. They, as 

many others, have much to teach us about living a 

life in Christ. 
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The first is Dick Reimet.  Dick was a member at Christ Lutheran 

Church.  He was also the treasurer of the synod for about 40 

years.  What impressed anyone who met Dick was his attitude 

toward life, he always had a smile on his face, no matter what 

life or health issue was confronting him.  If you asked him how 

he was doing, his answer, invariably, was, “A little bit better 

than terrific.”  What a wonderful attitude toward life.  The other 

is Maggie Huber.  She too faced a number of challenges in her 

life, starting with being born as WWII began in Germany, 

surviving bombings etc.  In spite of the struggles of her early 

life, or perhaps because of her experiences, she embraced life 

with a smile on her face and joy in her heart. These are only two 

of the many saints and stories from those who exemplified what 

is called “an attitude of gratitude.”  Elie Wiesel said that, “when 

a person doesn’t have gratitude, something is missing in his or 

her humanity.  A person can almost be defined by his or her 

attitude toward gratitude.”  That Wiesel, who survived 

Auschwitz, can talk of gratitude speaks to his humanity, his 

ability to be thankful in the worst circumstances.  

What does it mean to have an “attitude of gratitude?” The 

stories above are a beginning.  It means to be thankful, truly 

thankful for each day no matter what it brings.  If you look on 

the internet you find that there are sites that will give you an 

idea of the tactics to use to develop that attitude:  when you 

wake up tell yourself what you are grateful for; at the end of the 

day tell someone you live with or are close with three things you 

are most grateful for; start a gratitude journal—every night note 

what you are grateful for, thankful for, excited about; instead of 

comparing yourself to others celebrate what you have done this 

day, the last week, the last year; most of all thank those who 

have inspired you or helped you. 

Other websites will tell you that there is a wide range of benefits 

that come with and attitude of gratitude.  Practicing gratitude 

facilitates contentment, it promotes health, it can make you 

sleep better, it strengthens relationships and it encourages 
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people to care for each other.   What all the websites miss is the 

most important reason to have an attitude of gratitude, and 

toward whom we should direct our thanks.  God is the author of 

our being, the source of life and all that we have.  When, daily, 

we have an attitude of gratitude for all that we have been given, 

it helps us to center our lives, to put God at the center and to 

rejoice in the beauty we see in the world God has created. 

So, instead of limiting thanksgiving to one day a year, let us 

make every day a day of thanksgiving but having an attitude of 

gratitude. 

Blessings 
Pastor Shirley  

 

Community Thanksgiving Eve  
Worship Service 

                                                  Wednesday, November 21, 2018 

                                                         7:00 pm at Grace United  

                                                       Methodist Church, Telford 
 

 

Church Family News 

On Sunday, October 14, Ty Michael Kraus and Levi 

Jack Kraus were claimed as children of God in the 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Ty and Levi are the sons 

of Travis and Vanessa Kraus. 

You are invited to pray for the families and friends of… 

John Potucek, who died on September 19, 2018. 
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Remembrance of the Saints 
On All Saints’ Sunday we will be remembering those who have 

left the church militant to join the church triumphant since the 

last All Saints’ Sunday. We will be remembering these family 

and friends by name and by tolling the bell for each name. 

Members, family and friends that we will remember this year 

are: 

 

Chris Armstrong 

Nancy Benner 

Art Birkenstock 

Patty Duffy 

Paul Franke 

Renee Gehman 

Merrill Halteman 

Mary Harris 

Florence Hauber 

Maggie Huber 

Russ Hoffman 

Jean Huff 

Fay Kern 

Marlene Kooker 

Cleta Kopp 

Ruth Luebbe 

Mildred Lukens 

Lucy McConeghie 

Roberta Metz 

Rev. Michael Pain 

John Potucek 

William Schneider 

Carolyn Schucker 

Luther Siegfried Sr. 

Abby Stauffer 

Lukas Titus 

Connie Walt 

Leo Woodbridge 

Cynthia Zeiger 

 

If someone close to you has died in the past year and is not on this 

list and whom you would like remembered please call the office 

and let either Ashley or Pastor Shirley know so that we may 

remember them and give thanks for their life. 

Reminder!: Please remember that if you have any 

changes to your address, home phone number, cell 

phone number, email address, etc., please let Ashley in 

the church office know so that we can continue to keep 

our church records as up to date as possible. 
 



6 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Friends at St. Paul’s, I want to thank you all for your cards, 

phone calls and coming to the service to help me in my time of 

sorrow. What a great church to be a part of. So many friends. I 

want to thank the people in the kitchen. They did a great job. And 

of course Pastor Shirley. She was there when I needed her. We are 

blessed to have her here at St. Paul’s. Again thank you all. 

Barbara Potucek 

Dear Pastor Guider, St. Paul’s Members and Friends, my family 

and I were greatly blessed by the Christian Ministry shared with us 

at the time of Maggie’s death and Memorial Service. We sincerely 

thank each of you for your prayers and expressions of love and 

sympathy, and for helping to make the Memorial Service and 

luncheon a truly spiritual experience of remembrance of our dear 

wife, mother and grandmother (“Oma”). God’s name be praised! 

Pr. John Huber 

Income and Expenses (past 13 months) 

Month Offering* Expenses Difference 

September 2017 $24,343.45 $25,263.35 -$919.90 

October 2017 $37,037.54 $37,933.57 -$896.03 

November 2017 $32,819.73 $27,808.86 $5,010.87 

December 2017 $52,500.55 $38,030.87 $14,469.68 

January 2018 $29,431.53 $35,101.94 -$5,670.41 

February 2018 $26,453.25 $29,963.44 -$3,510.19 

March 2018 $29,250.30 $34,399.68 -$5,149.38 

April 2018 $49,649.61 $31,136.86 $18,512.75 

May 2018 $27,746.98 $30,132.12 -$2385.14 

June 2018 $25,872.69 $35,325.84 -$9,453.15 

July 2018 $26,299.80 $28,463.86 -$2,164.06 

August 2018 $29,714.93 $31,007.86 -$1292.93 

September 2018 $32,976.06 $31,961.00 $1015.06 
 

*Offering includes: Current, Benevolence, Building and Special 

*$5000.00 was transferred from capital reserve for current expenses in September 

2018. $545.00 was transferred to current for the Iron Pigs game. 
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The Adult Forum will meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the 

Parlor (unless otherwise indicated). The schedule for November is 

as follows: 

 November 4  – National Geographic: Truth Behind the 

Dead Sea Scrolls 

 November 11 - Rosary as a Prayer Tool (Frank Bucher 

Presenting) 

 November 18 – National Geographic: Lost Cities of the 

Bible 

 November 25 – Amazing Grace DVD: What a Friend We 

Have in Jesus and Amazing Grace (Nancy Hillegas 

Presenting) 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

  

SPIFFY's will be going to Rebounderz Trampoline Park located 

in the Hillcrest Shopping Center at 616 E. Main St. in Lansdale. on 

Sunday November 4th from 4 - 6pm. Meet in the church parking 

lot at 3:30pm if you need a ride.  Our 60 minute jump will be $15 

per person and we will go out for pizza dinner after.  YES!  Friends 

are invited to come along! 
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The holiday season is a special time of the year where family and friends get 

together to celebrate blessings. But for many, the holiday season includes 

the stress of financial burdens and fears of unfulfilled expectations. YOU 

can make a difference in how the clients of Keystone experience the 

holidays!  

Thanksgiving Meal Bags 

Drop Off: Friday November 9 from 12:00 – 4:00 pm and 

Saturday November 10 from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Drop Off Location 

Keystone Opportunity Center, 104 N Main St in Souderton 

Food Item List 

 1 13-16 oz box of instant 

mashed potatoes 

 2 cans applesauce 

 1 box brownie or cake mix 

 4 cans assorted vegetables 

 2 cans fruit 

 1 can icing 

 1 1 lb can coffee 

 1 small box Bisquick 

 1 64 oz bottle juice 

**Also accepting $25 Gift Cards for Giant, Aldi, Hennings, and Landis 

to allow families to purchase perishable items.** 

Please include all of the items in a bag for easy distribution. You may 

choose to add a few non-perishable grocery items if you like, i.e. holiday 

cookies, candies or nuts, seasonal paper napkins, decorations, etc. Pack 

items in large cloth grocery bags. 

Holiday Gift Cards 

Drop Off: Tuesday November 27 and Wednesday November 28 from  

10:00 am – 4:00 pm and Thursday November 29 from 5:00 – 7:00 pm 

Drop Off Location 

Keystone Opportunity Center, 104 N Main St in Souderton 

Each of us enjoys selecting gifts for loved ones, but this is a joy that may 

be inaccessible to those with financial challenges. This holiday you can 

give the “Power of Dignity” by donating $50 Visa/Mastercard or 

WalMart Gift Cards. This will allow parents the dignity of selecting gifts 

for their family members. 
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Do you need to organize your attic, basement, or 

garage but you don’t know what to do with the 

excess stuff? Have you been holding on to items that 

need to be donated but you haven’t had the time to 

take them anywhere yet? 

St. Paul’s Annual Free Market is the 

PERFECT place to bring them! 

This year’s Free Market will take place from Sunday 

November 19th – Sunday, November 25th.  

Please drop off items on Saturday, November 17th 

from 1:00 – 3:00 pm. Items may also be dropped off 

the week before November 17th during normal 

church office hours. Please call Ashley in the church 

office if you would like to drop off something before 

November 17th.  

Popular items that can be donated include toys, 

games, sports equipment, books, DVDs, china, 

glassware, knick knacks, photo frames, framed 

artwork, jewelry, holiday decorations, tools, and SO 

MUCH MORE! 

Due to limited space in the Fellowship Hall, we do 

not accept clothing or furniture. 

So start getting your items ready that you’ve been 

meaning to donate! The Free Market will be here 

before we know it! 

All proceeds will go to the  

Pastors’ Discretionary Fund.  
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Tis the Reason 

Ten Thousand Villages in Souderton is hosting 

a Holiday Shopping Event to benefit 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

November 12 - 16, 2018 
SEPA Synod Lutheran Congregations are invited to 

purchase beautiful gifts made by artisans from around the 
world.  

 

Ten Thousand Villages provides vital, fair income to 
people in developing countries by marketing their 

handicrafts and telling their stories. It is a non-profit 
program working with artisans who would otherwise be 

unemployed or underemployed. This income helps pay for 
food, education, health care and housing.  

Ten Thousand Villages will 
donate 20% of all purchases 

(10% of oriental rug 
purchases) to Lutheran 

Disaster Response. Please 
mention Lutheran Disaster 

Response to the cashier!  

Join us for hassle-free 
shopping and know that 

your purchases are helping 
the artisans as well as those 

affected by recent 
hurricanes, earthquakes and 

other disasters 

Ten Thousand Villages 

781 Route 113 (Souderton Road for GPS) 

Souderton, PA 18964 (215) 723-1221 

FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 12-16 

Monday-Friday, 10am to 8 pm 
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All Senior Events are open to everyone; members, friends, 

neighbors, and people of all ages. 

Tuesday October 23 - Amanda Beisch, Educational 

Coordinator at the Audubon Center at Mill Grove, brought a 

‘wise’ friend to teach us about our feathered friends.   We also 

enjoyed ice cream with all of the toppings.  Coordinators: Bob 

Bonner and Pastor Huber.   

Tuesday, November 13 - We will leave St. 

Paul’s parking lot at 11:00AM and car pool to 

Zoto’s Diner for your choice of Breakfast, 

Brunch or Lunch before we head off to Byer’s 

Choice for a tour.  Of course you’re welcome to 

purchase items while you’re there or just browse and enjoy the 

decorations. Please sign up and let us know if you will be 

meeting at St. Paul or going directly to Zoto’s, or Byer’s 

Choice.    Coordinator:  Judy Heckler 

Thursday, December 6 - Christmas already???  We 

will be going back to the Bay Pony Inn for a luncheon 

and entertainment.  The price remains $30.00 per 

person, with an entree choice of chicken piccata, beef 

burgundy or salmon.  A salad of field greens will start 

the meal and cheese cake with raspberry coulis will 

end it.  Meghan Williams of the Philadelphia Senior Stage will 

entertain us with appropriate music. Please sign up when the 

sheet is posted and indicate your entrée choice. Coordinator’s:  

Bob Johnson, Sara Johnson and Pastor Huber.  

After the December event we will be taking our winter hiatus 

until March 2019.  We welcome any suggestions for 2019 

events.   Please let us know what you would like to do next 

year.  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.citycentrebaptist.ca/Content/11116/Seniors Ministry image2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.citycentrebaptist.ca/ministry.aspx?ministry_id%3D318335%26site_id%3D11116&h=250&w=945&tbnid=mmxzKsqgKU8LqM:&docid=cyUw7WG8b_BMhM&ei=1UyYVpGsM4vf-QHxhKXoCg&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjR6qfT1qrKAhWLbz4KHXFCCa0QMwhgKDwwPA
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ALL senior events are open to all, young, old, 

members, friends, EVERYONE 

Bible Study and lunch, led by Pastor John 

Huber, takes place the third Thursday of every 

month from noon to 1:30 PM, come and join us 

in Christian Fellowship for this informal time to 

reflect, discuss and learn. Bring your own 

sandwich; beverages are provided. The Bible Study meets year 

around. See you on November 15, 2018.  The bible verses to be 

studied are printed in the Senior Ministry Brochure; copies can 

be found in the brochure rack in the narthex. 

Ellie Landis 
Senior Reporter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane 

By Lisa See 

Li-yan and her family align their lives around 

the seasons and the farming of tea. There is 

ritual and routine, and it has been ever thus for 

generations. Then one day a jeep appears at the 

village gate—the first automobile any of them 

have seen—and a stranger arrives. 
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Church Council  
Contact Information  

Church Officers 

Jim McMichael, President     267-885-8026 

Doug Hansen, Vice President     215-453-0566 

Kathy Cassel, Treasurer      215-896-7747 

Wayne Young, Council Secretary     610-287-8897 

Committee Chairpersons 

Cemetery 

Scott March - 267-357-2597 

Christian Education 

Brittney Jones - 484-363-1061 

Evangelism 

Deb Bitner - 267-664-0039 

Fellowship 

Jim Neely - 267-374-4414 

Finance 

Kathy Cassel - 215-896-7747 

Property 

Tim Blank - 267-446-7442 

Social Ministry 

Barbara Mandato - 215-460-

5473 

Stewardship 

Denny Detweiler - 215-234-

4884 

Worship and Music 

Wayne Young - 610-287-8897 

Youth 

Jim Minninger III - 215-390-

0154 

 

TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY:   

If you or someone you know needs a ride to church or for 

local medical appointments, please contact:  

Ruth Sommers (215-723-5771) or the church office. 

VOLUNTEERS SERVING IN NOVEMBER 2018 

ACOLYTES 

November 4: 8:15 am - *            10:45 am –* 

November 11: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am –* 

November 18: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am – * 

November 25: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am –* 

*Volunteers needed!    



16 

 

ALTAR GUILD 

Mary Ann Pratt (captain), Mallory Prediger, Robin Luongo, Ron 

and Sandy Schneck 

 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

 8:15 am     10:45 am 

November 4  Joan Votta  Dawn Krown 

November 11  Jim Hurley  Bill Cressman 

November 18  Joan Votta  Ashley Bromley 

November 25  Denny Detweiler Wayne Young 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

November 4 

8:15 am: Wayne Young and Jim Minninger III 

10:45 am: Tim Blank and Barbara Mandato 

November 25 

8:15 am: Jim McMichael and Ray Landis 

10:45 am: Kathy Cassel and Scott March 

 

    FLOWER DELIVERY 

Friendship Circle – Betty Jean Way (captain) 
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GREETERS 

November 4 

8:15 am: Mary Ann and Phil Pratt 

10:45 am: Jody and Frank Guntz 

November 11 

8:15 am: Doris and Beth Seifert 

10:45 am: Gloria and Jim Beer 

November 18 

8:15 am: Phyllis and Walter Deebel 

10:45 am: Doug and Doreen Hansen 

November 25 

8:15 am: Debra and David Snyder 

10:45 am: Barb and Bill Cressman 

 

LECTORS 

8:15 am     10:45 am 

November 4  Sandy Groff  Dawn Krown 

November 11  Ashlee Minninger Ashley Bromley 

November 18  Audrey McMichael Danielle Brasch 

November 25  Peggy Moyer  Pat Young 
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USHERS 

November 4 

8:15 am - Team 2: Harvey Groff (captain), David Hange, 

Rodney Hange, Mike Miller, Steve Troyanoski, Mike 

Troyanoski, Randy Groff 

10:45 am - Team 2: Al Landis (captain), Ron Money, Jim 

Stover, Tony Crouthamel, Barry Johnson 

November 11 

8:15 am - Team 3: Brian Garges (captain), Dennis Bauer, Jim 

McMichael, Jim Minninger 

10:45 am – Ken Heckler (captain), Jim and Gloria Beer, Rick 

Krown, Charles Titus, Doug Church, Fred Johns 

November 18 

8:15 am - Team 4: John LaRue, Donald Hillegas 

10:45 am - Team 4: Terry Winder and Lee Shoemaker (co-

captains), Glen Mensch, Ray Landis, Bill Cressman, Dennis 

Detweiler, Trevor Jones 

November 25 

8:15 am - Team 1: Alan Wampole (captain), Karen Wampole, 

Dale and Mary Souder, Jim Hurley, Bruce Harpel, Dominic 

Votta 

10:45 am - Team 1: Bob Johnson (captain), Ed Kraus, Doug 

Hansen, Larry Schimpf, Greg Fosbenner, Tim Blank, Bob 

Bonner 
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November 2018 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

107 West Lincoln Avenue 

Telford, PA 18969 

215-723-8981 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours 

9:00 am to 3:30 pm—Monday through Friday 

(Office Closed between 12:30 - 1:00 pm for lunch) 

Sunday Worship - Holy Communion Worship Services 

November 4* and 25 – 8:15 and 10:45 am 

*Feast and Celebration at 10:45 service on November 4 

Sunday Worship - Non Communion Worship Services 

November 11 and 18 – 8:15 and 10:45 am 

Children’s Ministry 

Sundays at 9:30 am 

Wednesday Knights 

November 7 at 6:00 pm 

Adult Forum 

Sundays at 9:30 am in the Parlor 

Senior Lunch & Bible Study 

November 15 - 12-1:30 pm (Conference Room) 

Church Council Meeting 

November 12 - 7:30 pm (Conference Room) 


