
      ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE 
published by 

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church - Telford, PA 
(215) 723-8981 Fax: (215) 723-3363 

Editor: Ashley Bromley 
Deadline for News: 12th of the month 

 
 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

  

D
a
te

d
 m

a
te

ria
l - P

le
a
s
e
 e

x
p
e
d

ite
 

A
d

d
re

s
s
 S

e
rv

ic
e

 R
e
q

u
e

s
te

d
 

 

N
O

N
-P

R
O

F
IT

 

O
R

G
. U

S
 

P
O

S
T

A
G

E
 P

D
. 

L
A

N
S

D
A

L
E

, P
A

     
P

E
R

M
IT

 #
6
9

5
 

 



2 

 

 
 

       Guiding Thoughts — 

A Pastor’s Ponderings 

At our recent Worship and Music meeting Wayne 

shared with us an article from the ELCA about silence 

in worship. Silence is something that takes practice.  

We are not very good at silence because our society is 

not comfortable with silence. Have you ever tried to 

sit in a group in silence for one minute? It can seem to 

be an eternity.  And yet, times of silence can help us 

absorb the word of God, reflect on the readings, open 

our hearts and minds so that God can speak to us.  In 

some ways silence, especially in worship, is about 

separating the sacred from the secular. 

Our secular world is so busy, so fast paced, so full of 

doing that we too often fail to take time to be.  But we 

are human beings not human doings. Whenever we 

worship, we are invited into a sacred space, to leave 

that busyness of the world and to sit with God, to be 

in the presence of our Lord. As we begin worship, we 

need to take a step back from our day to day concerns 

and focus our attention on being with God.   

Our worship begins before we even say anything.  The 

prelude is part of our worship time, it is our 

preparation time, and it gives us time to get ready for 

worship.  While the prelude is being played, we are 

invited to listen to music that touches our heart and 

soul, to center ourselves and open ourselves to God.  

It gives us time, before we say anything to confess our 

sins or praise God, to let go of all the issues and 

concerns that pull at us and distract us from what we 

are doing and focus our attention on approaching the 

wonder and mystery of a God who loves us so much 

that Jesus died for our sins.  You may have noticed 

that over the summer the worship assistants and I have 
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entered during the prelude and sat listening, focusing on opening 

ourselves to God before each of us moves into positions of leadership 

in worship.  My advice to you is to do the same.  The prelude is the 

signal that worship is beginning, so is a time to listen and prepare for 

worship. 

We begin our worship with our confession of sins.  You will note that 

there is a time for silence.  We will be giving each other the gift of a 

time of silence as we prepare our hearts for confession.  During this 

time ask yourself, what have I done that has broken not just the letter 

but the spirit of God’s commands, what have I left undone this week?  

Acknowledge before God, in your heart, how your actions and failure 

to act have hurt others.  Then, together we will confess our sins to 

God and by God’s grace receive forgiveness.  

Silence is an important part of worship, for in silence we can 

experience that still small voice of calm.  Let us make space in the 

silences to ponder the word of God.  There are many times in our 

service where a time of silence, a pause to catch our breath, to think 

about what we have heard can bring us into communion with God.  

So, before worship, before the prayer of the day, after hearing the 

word (both in our readings and in the sermon), between each petition 

of the prayer of the church let us take time to be together in silence, 

using that time to reflect on what we have heard or seen.  Listen to the 

words of our readings, our prayers and ask yourself what does this 

mean to me?  Let the words sink in and wash through you.   

Try this at home too.  After reading the Bible or a devotional sit in 

silence for a minute, reflecting and listening to God. But, as an article 

on the ELCA website notes, “we can also notice times throughout the 

day, such as driving to work, where silence, rather than background 

noise, can accompany the action.” So begin this practice of silent 

listening here in the place we call the sanctuary, where we meet for 

worship and find rest from the busyness of every day, and then take 

that practice home with you and find time to be with God in your 

daily life. 

Yours in Christ 
Pastor Shirley  
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Council Committee Report – Worship and Music 

The Worship and Music committee strives to oversee and facilitate 

worship services and practices so that worship is a seamless 

experience for all participants, vested or not.  We work hard within 

our respective areas of responsibility to make worship meaningful and 

relevant.  The worship service and our music program are two of the 

real strengths of our congregation and represent the “face” of St. 

Paul’s to both our members and visitors.  Occasionally, we need to 

make sure that we are meeting the needs of all involved. 

On the last Sunday in September and for all the Sundays in October, 

the Worship and Music committee will be conducting a church-wide 

survey of the members of St. Paul’s on a variety of topics.  The 

survey will only be available by visiting the church building.  It will 

not be mailed to each household due to the costs involved, nor is it 

included within this issue of the EPISTLE because many members 

receive this publication by electronic methods.  It is the hope of the 

Committee that every confirmed member will avail themselves of the 

opportunity to fill out a survey on one of the five Sundays that the 

document is available.  You will not be asked to sign the survey, but 

please be complete and honest in your responses.  We trust that 

confirmed members will only complete one survey.  If you know of a 

confirmed member who will be unable to attend worship or stop at the 

church during office hours to fill out a survey, please take one to them 

and return it.  We desire input from all members. 

The survey is the result of requests from several members concerning 

worship practices.  The Committee has visited the issues raised within 

our meetings but would like more input from the members before 

decisions or recommendations are made.  Prayerfully consider your 

responses. 

On a different topic, although St. Paul’s communion is not ushered, it 

should not be unorganized.  Congregants have the choice to approach 

the chancel when it suits them within the timeframe of the Eucharistic 

celebration.  However, to provide some order to the process, it’s 

helpful if certain “traffic flow” patterns are followed.   

If a congregant is approaching the chancel from either of the aisles at 

the front of the Nave, please fill in the space at the chancel starting at 

the pulpit on each respective side and continue around the chancel to 
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the midpoint of that side, prayer garden or Lincoln Ave.  This allows 

the celebrants to begin to serve while the chancel is filling.  

Meanwhile, congregants approaching from the side aisles at the 

narthex end of the Nave should proceed to the aforementioned 

midpoint on their respective side and fill in around the chancel toward 

the baptismal font from each side.  This allows the communion 

distribution to continue unabated around the chancel while 

congregants continue to approach.  Observing these simple logistic 

actions will facilitate a smooth, unhurried, Eucharistic distribution.  

Your cooperation is appreciated. 

Wayne Young 

Worship and Music Chairperson 

 

 

Church Family News 

On Sunday, September 16, Richard Brooks Dhein was claimed as a 

child of God in the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Brooks is the son of 
Clark and Lydia Dhein and the grandson of Rick and Paula Dhein. 

You are invited to pray for the families and friends of… 

Maggie Huber, who died on September 10, 2018. 

Reminder!: Please remember that if you have any 

changes to your address, home phone number, cell phone 

number, email address, etc., please let Ashley in the church 

office know so that we can continue to keep our church 

records as up to date as possible. 

 

 

 

 

I want to thank my friends at St. Paul’s for the cards, flowers, food 

and visits as I was recuperating from knee surgery and for Pastor 

Shirley’s visits at the hospital. It was much appreciated. 

Sara Johnson 
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Income and Expenses (past 13 months) 
Month Offering* Expenses Difference 

August 2017 $22,623.00 $28,000.31 -$5,377.31 

September 2017 $24,343.45 $25,263.35 -$919.90 

October 2017 $37,037.54 $37,933.57 -$896.03 

November 2017 $32,819.73 $27,808.86 $5,010.87 

December 2017 $52,500.55 $38,030.87 $14,469.68 

January 2018 $29,431.53 $35,101.94 -$5,670.41 

February 2018 $26,453.25 $29,963.44 -$3,510.19 

March 2018 $29,250.30 $34,399.68 -$5,149.38 

April 2018 $49,649.61 $31,136.86 $18,512.75 

May 2018 $27,746.98 $30,132.12 -$2385.14 

June 2018 $25,872.69 $35,325.84 -$9,453.15 

July 2018 $26,299.80 $28,463.86 -$2,164.06 

August 2018 $29,714.93 $31,007.86 -$1292.93 

*Offering includes: Current, Benevolence, Building and Special 

**Subsidized from Capital Reserve and Other Sources 

*$5000.00 was transferred from capital reserve for  

current expenses in August 2018 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Adult Forum will meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the Parlor 

(unless otherwise indicated). The schedule for October is as follows: 

 October 7 – Safety in the Church (Fellowship Hall) 

 October 14 – Opioid Crisis (Pastor Shirley Presenting) 

 October 21 – Faces of Satan (Frank Bucher Presenting) 

 October 28 – For All the Saints (Don Hillegas Presenting) 

The congregation is invited to a special Adult Forum in the 

Fellowship Hall on Sunday, October 7 starting at 9:30am.  Jim 

Minninger III will lead a discussion on safety in the church.  St. Paul's 

newly-formed Emergency Preparedness Team started meeting this 

past spring for the purpose of developing and putting in place a plan 

that addresses a wide variety of emergencies. 



7 

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

During morning announcements this month, the congregation will 

hear a proposal from our Worship & Music and Christian 

Education Teams explaining the idea of creating a designated 

space in our Sanctuary specifically for families with young 

children.  It is our desire to make it abundantly clear that young 

children are welcome in our worship.  There will also be a time 

for questions and answers during the Sunday School hour on 

October 14.  Information and articles about the idea of pray-

grounds can be found in the Narthex. 

A Halloween celebration for the whole family, 

sponsored by TRINITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

101 S. Main St., Telford, Pa 18969 
 

When: Saturday, October 27 

Time: 3-5 p.m. (setup starts at 1:30 p.m.) 

Where: Trinity UCC’s parking lots 
 

All are invited to wear costumes and trick-or-treat while viewing 

decorated cars in the church parking lot. For more information or 

to reserve a spot for your decorated vehicle, contact Pastor Darryl 

at pastordarryl@trinitytelford.org or 215-723-3889.  
 

The event will include: 

 Costume contest 

 Trunk decoration contest 

 Face Painting 

 Games 
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We are partnering with GigaBiter, a local, E-steward R-2 certified 

company which promises 100% responsible recycling of”e-waste”. 

They will take “almost anything with a battery or a cord,” but request 

NO large appliances like washers or dryers. There WILL be a $20.00 

charge PER monitor or TV. Mark your calendar and clean out what 

you no longer use.  

 

 

\ 

 

All Senior Events are open to everyone; members, friends, 

neighbors, and people of all ages. 

Saturday August 25 was our annual outing to the Iron Pigs, it was the 

best yet, the weather was perfect, the company was great and best of 

all they won, clinching a spot in the championship series for AAA.  

WAY TO GO. 

Tuesday. October 23 7:00PM:  Amanda Beisch, 

Educational Coordinator at the John James Audubon 

Center at Mill Grove, will bring a program to our 

Fellowship Hall.  It will be an evening of birds and ice 

cream, two of my favorite things. The topic will be the 

common birds of Pennsylvania.  I understand the presenter will bring 

a surprise guest.  Can you guess ‘whooo’? Please sign up so we have 

enough ice cream and toppings. Coordinators: Bob Bonner and Pastor 

Huber.   

Tuesday, November 13: We will begin this event with lunch at 

Zoto’s at 11:30am, followed by a trip to Byer’s Choice.  This will be 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.citycentrebaptist.ca/Content/11116/Seniors Ministry image2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.citycentrebaptist.ca/ministry.aspx?ministry_id%3D318335%26site_id%3D11116&h=250&w=945&tbnid=mmxzKsqgKU8LqM:&docid=cyUw7WG8b_BMhM&ei=1UyYVpGsM4vf-QHxhKXoCg&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjR6qfT1qrKAhWLbz4KHXFCCa0QMwhgKDwwPA
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a perfect opportunity to get some Christmas decorations. Coordinator:  

Judy Heckler 

Thursday December 6:  Christmas already???  We will 

be going back to the Bay Pony Inn for a luncheon and 

entertainment.  The price remains $30.00 per person, 

with an entree choice of chicken piccata, beef burgundy 

or salmon.  A salad of field greens will start the meal 

and cheese cake with raspberry coulis will end it.  

Meghan Williams of the Philadelphia Senior Stage will entertain us 

with appropriate music. Please sign up when the sheet is posted and 

indicate your entrée choice. Coordinator’s:  Bob Johnson, Sara 

Johnson and Pastor Huber. 

ALL senior events are open to all, young, old, 

members, friends, EVERYONE 

Bible Study and lunch, led by Pastor John Huber, 

takes place the third Thursday of every month from 

noon to 1:30 PM, come and join us in Christian 

Fellowship for this informal time to reflect, discuss 

and learn. Bring your own sandwich; beverages are 

provided. The Bible Study meets year around. See you on October 

18, 2018.  The bible verses to be studied are printed in the Senior 

Ministry Brochure; copies can be found in the brochure rack in the 

narthex. 

Ellie Landis 
Senior Reporter 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 Sept. 28-30  Women’s Retreat 

 Oct. 7-8  Columbus Day Confirmation Camp 

For more information or to register visit www.bearcreekcamp.org, 

or contact Janet Lincoln, St. Paul’s Ambassador, at (215)208-5836 

  

http://www.bearcreekcamp.org/
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Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jennifer Ollikainen 

Pastor of Trinity and author of article about forgiveness  

in September Gather Magazine 

Place: Trinity Lutheran Church – 19 S. Fifth St. Perkasie 

Parking Lot – Fourth and Chestnut, or park on street 

Registration – 8:30 am in the Fellowship Hall 

Breakfast – 9:00 am followed by devotions and program 

Bring in-kind gift of: bars of soap, sanitary pads (no tampons), wash 

cloths, deodorant, travel-sized hand sanitizer, toothbrushes, and 

toothpaste to support a Poverty Resolutions mission of women in 

Haiti 

Please RSVP to Linda Garcia by Wednesday, October 17  

by email (jaglsg@comcast.net) or phone (215-257-2925) 

 

St. Paul’s Women’s 

Book Club 

The Noticer 

By Andy Andrews 

October 15, 2018 

7:00 P.M. in the Parlor 

All are welcome to attend! Bring a friend! 

Contact: Doreen Hansen 215-453-0566 doug.hansen@verizon.net 

A new story of common wisdom from the bestselling author of The 

Traveler’s Gift.  

Orange Beach, Alabama is a simple town filled with simple people.  

But like all humans on the planet, the good folks of Orange Beach 

have their share of problems. 

mailto:jaglsg@comcast.net
mailto:doug.hansen@verizon.net
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What do these two hymns have in common? First, both texts are 

written by women. Next, both hymns can be found in almost every 

main line denominational hymnal. Third, both were composed in the 

nineteenth century and much loved in the twenty-first. 

Just As I Am, Without One Plea was written by Charlotte Elliot, born 

in England in 1798. In 1837 her brother Henry was having a bazaar to 

build a school. Charlotte was too ill to help him and had laid awake 

all night feeling useless, and as the text states in stanza two “tossed 

about with many a conflict, many a doubt.” SO she took pen in hand 

and wrote this hymn. 

Blessed Assurance was written by Fanny Crosby, born in 1820 to a 

Puritan Reformed family in Connecticut. She is the best known writer 

of gospel hymns. Crosby is part of the Yankee family that produced 

Bing Crosby. This hymn is unique in that the tune was written by a 

woman, Phoebe P. Knapp, born in 1839. She played the tune for 

Crosby and asked her what it meant. Crosby responded with this 

hymn. It became part of revivals in England and in the United States 

and later of Billy Graham’s Crusades. 

How fortunate we are that these two women, who both had physical 

ailments, were able to write such inspiring words about God’s 

acceptance and assurance for us. 

Hymn Lover, 

Deacon Gayle King 

TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY:   

If you or someone you know needs a ride to church or for 

local medical appointments, please contact:  

Ruth Sommers (215-723-5771) or the church office. 
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Church Council  
Contact Information  

Church Officers 

Jim McMichael, President     267-885-8026 

Doug Hansen, Vice President     215-453-0566 

Kathy Cassel, Treasurer      215-896-7747 

Wayne Young, Council Secretary     610-287-8897 

Committee Chairpersons 

Cemetery 

Scott March - 267-357-2597 

Christian Education 

Brittney Jones - 484-363-1061 

Evangelism 

Deb Bitner - 267-664-0039 

Fellowship 

Jim Neely - 267-374-4414 

Finance 

Kathy Cassel - 215-896-7747 

Property 

Tim Blank - 267-446-7442 

Social Ministry 

Barbara Mandato - 215-460-

5473 

Stewardship 

Denny Detweiler - 215-234-

4884 

Worship and Music 

Wayne Young - 610-287-8897 

Youth 

Jim Minninger III - 215-390-

0154 

 

VOLUNTEERS SERVING IN OCTOBER 2018 

 

ACOLYTES 

October 7: 8:15 am - *            10:45 am –* 

October 14: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am –* 

October 21: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am – * 

October 28: 8:15 am - *          10:45 am –* 

*Volunteers needed!    

ALTAR GUILD 

Claire Favorin and Marie Cassel (co-captains), Pat Hammer, Jeanette 

Johnson, Karen Money  
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ASSISTING MINISTERS 

 8:15 am     10:45 am 

October 7  Gail Wellington Dawn Krown 

October 14  Denny Detweiler Ashley Bromley 

October 21  Jim Hurley  Ashley Bromley 
October 28  Denny Detweiler Wayne Young 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

October 7 

8:15 am: Jim McMichael and Ray Landis 

10:45 am: Kathy Cassel and Scott March 

October 28 

8:15 am: Denny Detweiler and Brittney Jones 
10:45 am: Doreen Hansen and Shirley Schimpf 

    FLOWER DELIVERY 

HOPE Circle (Jeanette Johnson – contact) 

GREETERS 

October 7 

8:15 am: Pat and Steve Haddon 

10:45 am: Janet Novak 

October 14 

8:15 am: Cathy and Glen Mensch 

10:45 am: Marge Blank and Betty Jean Way 

October 21 

8:15 am: Sara Ryan 
10:45 am: Sara and Barry Johnson 

October 28 

8:15 am: Sandy and Harvey Groff 
10:45 am: Wilma Szepanski and Zach Lincoln 
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LECTORS 

8:15 am     10:45 am 

October 7  Jim McMichael Dawn Krown 

October 14  Sandy Schneck  Sheila Arnott 

October 21  Jim Hurley  Wayne Young 
October 28  Lorie Garges  Paige Brasch 

USHERS 

October 7 

8:15 am - Team 2: Harvey Groff (captain), David Hange, Rodney 

Hange, Mike Miller, Steve Troyanoski, Mike Troyanoski, Randy 

Groff 

10:45 am - Team 2: Al Landis (captain), Ron Money, Jim Stover, 
Tony Crouthamel, Barry Johnson 

October 14 

8:15 am - Team 3: Brian Garges (captain), Dennis Bauer, Jim 
McMichael, Jim Minninger 

10:45 am – Ken Heckler (captain), Jim and Gloria Beer, Rick Krown, 
Charles Titus, Doug Church, Fred Johns 

October 21 

8:15 am - Team 4: John LaRue, Donald Hillegas 

10:45 am - Team 4: Terry Winder and Lee Shoemaker (co-captains), 

Glen Mensch, Ray Landis, Bill Cressman, Dennis Detweiler, Trevor 
Jones 

October 28 

8:15 am - Team 1: Alan Wampole (captain), Karen Wampole, Dale 
and Mary Souder, Jim Hurley, Bruce Harpel, Dominic Votta 

10:45 am - Team 1: Bob Johnson (captain), Ed Kraus, Doug Hansen, 
Larry Schimpf, Greg Fosbenner, Tim Blank, Bob Bonner 

  



16 

 

October 2018 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

107 West Lincoln Avenue 

Telford, PA 18969 

215-723-8981 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours 

9:00 am to 3:30 pm—Monday through Friday 

(Office Closed between 12:30 - 1:00 pm for lunch) 

Sunday Worship - Holy Communion Worship Services 

October 7* and 28 – 8:15 and 10:45 am 

*Feast and Celebration at 10:45 service on October 7 

Sunday Worship - Non Communion Worship Services 

October 14 and 21 – 8:15 and 10:45 am 

Children’s Ministry 

Sundays at 9:30 am 

Wednesday Knights 

1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

Adult Forum 

Sundays at 9:30 am in the Parlor 

Senior Lunch & Bible Study 

October 18 - 12-1:30 pm (Conference Room) 

Church Council Meeting 

October 8 - 7:30 pm (Conference Room) 


